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The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) requires each state to develop a state performance plan/annual performance report (SPP/APR) that evaluates the state’s efforts to implement the requirements and purposes of the IDEA and describes how the state will improve its special education programs. The SPP/APRs include indicators that measure child and family outcomes and other indicators that measure compliance with the IDEA requirements. The second part of the  IDEA , Part B, governs how special education and related services are provided to children with disabilities ages 3-21.

The indicators in Part B of IDEA fall into three monitoring priority areas:
Provision of a Free, Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) in the least restrictive environment (LRE)
State exercise of general supervision, including child find, effective monitoring, the use of resolution meetings, mediation, and a system of transition services
Disproportionate representation of racial and ethnic groups in special education and related services, to the extent the representation is the result of inappropriate identification.
The South Carolina Office of Special Education Services must set targets on the indicators that involve student performance.  We have a series of recorded presentations in order to get stakeholder feedback on the proposed targets.  This presentation discusses Indicator 8.


Indicator 8 - Family Engagement

» Percent of parents with a child receiving special education
services who report that schools facilitated parent
Involvement as a means of improving services and results
for children with disabilities.

» Historically the Office of Special Education Services (OSES)
has used a sampling plan to survey parents and measure
this indicator.

» Moving forward the OSES is proposing surveying all parents
after the initial evaluation and annual review IEP
meetings.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Indicator 8  is the percent of parents with a child receiving special education services who report that schools facilitated parent involvement as a means of improving services and results for children with disabilities.

Indicator 8 is measured by using a Family Engagement Survey. This survey is given to parents whose child ages 3 to 17, is receiving special education services. 

Historically the Office of Special Education Services or OSES has used a sampling plan to survey parents and measure this indicator by gathering data from a certain number of districts in the state. For districts in the current cycle for data collection, parents received a letter or email from their child’s school district inviting them to participate in the survey. 

Moving forward the OSES is proposing surveying all parents after the initial evaluation and after the annual review. We believe this will enable us to get a larger more comprehensive representation of family engagement across the state. 
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Current SPP Data for Family Engagement:

Target 84.50% 85.00% 85.00% 85.50%
Actual 84.92% 93.50% 97.50% 97.01%
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This slide shows the historical data for the state's  indicator 8 targets and actual family engagement rates for 2016 through 2019.  
Beginning with  a target of 84.5% in 2016 , target rates increased by .5% every two years ending with a target of  85.5% in 2019. 
The actual percentage rates ranged from 84.92% in 2016 to 97.01% in 2019.

Remember:
This data is based on a sampling method. Each year a different set of districts received the surveys which makes it difficult to compare year to year. 
It also makes it difficult to establish a baseline moving forward since we will be changing the methodology and gathering data from every district annually from this point forward. As a reminder, beginning with school year 2021-22, the state will be surveying all parents for a more comprehensive representation versus a sampling.



Current SPP Data for Family Engagement
Continued:

Target 855%  86% 86%  86.5% 86.5%  87%
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This slide shows our proposed targets for indicator 8 starting with 2020 through 2025.

These targets were set using the 2019 target of 85.5% as a baseline value for 2020. Half of a percent was added to the 2020 target of 85.5% resulting in 86% for 2021 and 2022. From 2022, half of a percent was added to obtain 2023 and 2024 at 86.5%.  And finally, half of a percent was added to 2024 to obtain the target of 87% in 2025.

The proposal of new targets is needed to use new methods for collecting more comprehensive data for Indicator 8. As previously stated, this proposal means data will no longer be collected through a sampling of different districts. Instead, parental involvement will be measured annually for every school district in the state.


OSES Related Goals

» Parental involvement is very important to improving student
educational outcomes. Collecting comprehensive high-quality
data will enable the state and local education agency (school
district) to better serve students with disabilities and their
families. Changing the data collection method for Indicator 8
from a sampling of districts to all districts statewide will help

us in this effort.

» OSES is proposing strategies to:
» Ensure Quality Survey Design and Distribution
» Promote High Survey Response Rates
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OSES recognizes that parental involvement is very important to improving student educational outcomes. Collecting high-quality data will enable the state and local school districts to determine where to focus efforts that will promote family engagement and student success.
 
In addition to changing the method of collecting Indicator 8 data from district sampling to statewide representation, OSES is proposing strategies that will:

Ensure Quality Survey Design & Distribution
We know that the design of a survey can determine data quality , the number of those who respond and the areas and families they represent (respondent representation.) Taking into account the needs of our families and schools, the Family Engagement survey will continue to be accessible for individuals with disabilities and offered in different languages. Families will also be given information needed to participate in the survey at the school level from information contained within our web based Individualized Education Program (IEP) system. 
In addition, OSES plans to partner with our Parent Training Institute and other non-profit organizations to distribute materials that explain the benefits of parental involvement and provide a clear explanation of the survey’s purpose.
 

OSES is striving to improve Family Engagement Survey response rates and develop systems that will sustain the higher level of responses. Seeing that incentives have shown to be successful in other states with little indication that they decrease the quality of data collection, we are also considering non-monetary incentives as a possible option here in SC. 

Our intention in this presentation was to provide you with information about the State Performance Plan and the newly proposed targets and goals for Indicator 8. We hope you found this information helpful in understanding how  OSES plans to improve family engagement within the IEP process. We look forward to receiving your feedback. Thank you!
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