?)F SOUTH CAROLINA
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

MEETING MINUTES
South Carolina School Facilities Planning and Construction Committee Meeting

Date and Time
Wednesday, January 21, 2026, at 10:00 am
Location
849 Learning Lane, West Columbia, SC 29172
Conference Room A133 (State Board Room)

Committee Members Present: Virgie Chambers, Wayne Stokes, Todd Atwater, Scott Powell,
Chris Partrich, PE, Ashley Johnson, PE, Allen Taylor, Will Ligon, Joel Carter, Nathan Ellis,
Raquel Deschler, PE, Dr. Shawn Foster, Grey Young, Scott Carlin (proxy), and Dr. Bill Roach

(proxy).

Virtual Committee Members: Cole Owens, PE and Brian Blackwell.

Committee Members Absent: Cameron Runyan, Doug Bouma, Michael Doles, Henry Gunter,
Ryan Reynolds, John Payne, Dr. Burke Royster, and Dr. Frank Rodriguez.

Office of School Facilities (OSF) Staff Present: Kiawania Reed, Jack Bonnette, and Theresa
Penney

Recorders: Kiawania Reed

OPENING

Deputy Superintendent, Virgie Chambers welcomed everyone to the annual meeting for the South
Carolina School Facilities Planning and Construction Guide that is open to the public. Virgie
indicated that the purpose of the meeting is for the Committee Members to vote on potential
updates to be included in the 2026 South Carolina School Facilities Planning and Construction
Guide.

Each Committee Member introduced themselves.

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS
Virgie Chambers welcomed all visitors and thanked them for attending.

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER
Virgie called the meeting to order at 10:03 am.

DECLARATION OF QUORUM
Virgie confirmed and declared a quorum of members present for the meeting.

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
Virgie stated that the agenda was distributed in advance and made a motion to approve the

meeting agenda. Commitgge Mepber serepded the metion . beengtion carried.
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS COMMENTS

All present Committee Members were provided an opportunity to share brief comments. The
sentiment across the board was highly positive, with members speaking very highly of the
significant improvements implemented within OSF. Specific commendations were made regarding
the enhanced overall efficiency and effectiveness of the new processes and procedures.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
N/A

APPROVAL OF CHANGES FOR THE 2026 SOUTH CAROLINA SCHOOL
FACILITIES PLANNING AND CONSTRUCTION GUIDE

Committee Members voted and agreed upon the updates below:

The Office of School Facilities (OSF) confirmed that the 2025 Guide remains fully compliant
with current statutory requirements. Due to the stability of the current law and code, the 2025
edition of the School Facilities Planning and Construction Guide will not be updated this year.
It remains the governing document for all public and charter school facility projects.

NEW BUSINESS

Office of School Facilities (OSF) Director, Wayne Stokes updated some of the recent process and
improvements implemented by the Office of School Facilities (OSF), and presented new data from
2025 that Superintendent Weaver had initially presented during last years (2025) Committee
Meeting. Wayne specifically addressed the significant increase in project submittals during 2025
while still maintaining a very low average overall review time from initial project submission to
School Building Permit (SBP) issuance. Wayne went on to explain that although the proposed
2026 Office of School Facilities (OSF) Policy and Procedures Manual (Manual) was not
specifically being reviewed for approval by the Committee, the Office of School Facilities (OSF)
still wanted to give everyone who has been sent previous copies of the proposed updates an
opportunity to discuss while all representatives were present. The Committee discussed upcoming
enhancements to the Manual, and several members brought up very specific questions. Wayne
answered those questions and asked the Committee members if they would kindly submit any
recommendations in writing within the next couple of weeks for consideration to the 2026 Manual.
To maintain alignment with current standards, updates to the current Manual, processes, and
procedures are scheduled to be effective in mid-February 2026.

Several leadership changes were announced for the 2026 term:

e Michael Doles will resign on February 1, 2026. He will be succeeded by Brian Blackwell of
RCI of South Carolina.

e Dr. John Epps Jr., who retired in June 2025, will be succeeded by Grey Young,
Superintendent of Fort Mill School District (York 4).

o The Committee expressed appreciation for the outgoing members’ service and welcomed the
new appointees.

Ellen E. Weaver | State Superintendent of Education
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Send comments to schoolfacilites@ed.sc.gov. The next Committee meeting will be Wednesday,
January 20, 2027.

ADJOURNMENT
No further business. Virgie made a motion for the meeting to be adjourned which was seconded

by a Committee Member. The meeting was officially adjourned at 11:05 am.
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