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form of an arrow (=) are provided in the margin where an entire section,
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2012 UPDATE SUMMARY
(Additions are noted in blue)
(Deletions are noted in red)

South Carolina School Facilities Planning and Construction Guide

The following is a summary of the substantive changes made to the 2011South Carolina School
Facilities Planning and Construction Guide:

SECTION 107 BASIC CODES AND STANDARDS

107.1 Inaccordance with SC Code Ann 88 1-34-10 thru 70, OSF has adopted the following codes with
all SC modifications as adopted by the SC Building Codes Council:

107.1.1 International Building Code (IBC), 2006 Edition,

107.1.2 International Existing Building Code (IEBC), 2006 Edition,

107.1.3 International Fire Code (IFC), 2006 Edition,

107.1.4 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC), 2006 Edition,

107.1.5 International Fuel Gas Code (IFGC), 2006 Edition,

107.1.6 International Mechanical Code (IMC), 2006 Edition,

107.1.7 International Plumbing Code (IPC), 2006 Edition, with the following insertions:
107.1.7.1 Section 305.6.1, insert “24” and insert “24”
107.1.7.2 Section 904.1, insert “8”

107.1.8 International Private Sewage Disposal Code (IPSDC), 2006 Edition,

107.1.9 International Property Maintenance Code (IPMC), 2006 Edition,

107.1.10 International Residential Code for One and Two Family Dwellings (IRC), 2006 Edition,
with the following insertions:
107.1.10.1 P2603.6.1, insert “12” and insert “24”

107.1.11 International Wildland — Urban Interface Code (IUWIC), 2006 Edition, Note: The IUWIC
does not supersede existing statutory requirements.

107.1.12 National Electrical Code (NEC) [NFPA-70], 2008 Edition

107.1.13 National Fire Alarm Code [NFPA-72], 2007 Edition

107.1.14 National Electrical Safety Code, ANSI-C2-2007 Edition

107.1.15 ASCE 7—2005


https://107.1.15
https://107.1.14
https://107.1.13
https://107.1.12
https://107.1.11
https://107.1.10

107.1.16

107.1.17

107.1.18

107.1.19

107.1.20

107.1.21

107.1.22

107.1.23

107.1.24

107.1.25

ASHRAE 62, latest edition
ASHRAE 90.1, latest edition

Latest edition of the American National Standards Institute, Inc. (ANSI) document A117.1,
Accessible and Useable Buildings and Facilities. Note that this standard is the standard
adopted by the South Carolina Accessibility Act but this requirement does not relieve the
District or the design professional from the Federal Statutory requirements that design and
construction comply with the Americans With Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines for
Buildings and Facilities. See http://www.access-board.gov/ada/

State Fire Marshal rules, regulations, and policies. See
http://www.scfiremarshal.llronline.com/EngServices/index.asp?file=AdoptedStandards.htm

South Carolina Elevator, Code, & Regulations.1: See
http://www.lIronline.com/elevators/index.asp?file=laws.htm

The SC Elevator code references the American Society of Mechanical Engineers Safety
Code for Elevators, Dumbwaiters, Escalators, and Moving Walks, and supplements thereto,
ASME A17.1.

International Code Council Performance Code (ICCPC), 2006 Edition, upon Director of
OSF written approval.

Governors Executive Order No. 82-19 (April 1982) — State of SC Building Standards in
Floodplain Areas and compliance with the criteria in Title 44, Code of Federal Regulations,
Parts 60.3 and 60.5. See http://www.gpoaccess.gov/cfr/index.html . Copies of these Parts
are available from the State Coordinator’s Office for the National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP).

The South Carolina Modular Buildings Construction Act S.C. Code § 23-43-10 et. Seq.

See Section 113 for School Bus Safety requirements.

SECTION 113 SCHOOL BUS PARKING LOTS AND BUS SAFETY

113.1 Standards and Guidelines concerning bus safety on school sites and planning bus parking lots
have been developed by the Transportation Office of the SC Department of Education. They can be
found in the document, Planning for Bus Safety on School Sites and School Bus Parking Lots. This
document is available on the OSF website.

SECTION 114 WAIVERS

114.1 Section 43-261, Code of Regulations in-the-Current-State-Register provides that the State Board of
Education may waive any regulation, which would impede the implementation of an approved District
Strategic Plan or School Renewal Plan.

Vi
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SECTION 303 EDUCATIONAL SPACES

303.3 Kindergarten and Chl|d Development Classroom Area

303.4  Media Centers
303.4.1 The State Department of Education, through its School Library Media Services office, is
available to reV|eW I|brary medla center plans for school dlstrlcts Gent&eeMeﬁhaAlemee,—Genseuiant

303.6  Physical Education

303.6.2 Elementary Facilities

303.6.2.1  General: The indoor activity space shall give basic consideration to the primary age
group using the facility, with-consideration-for-students; including consideration for persons with physical
disabilities. Community and spectators being are of less importance.

SECTION 304 SUPPORT SPACES

304.2 Cafeteria-Kitchen
304.2.2.1 Cafeteria

304.2.2.2 The State Department of Education, through its Office of School Food Services and Nutrition

is available to review for comment school kitchen plans. Centact-Gregg-Fergusen,-Education-Associate
(803)-734-3942 or-gferguson@ed-sc.gov-for-information:

304.4.2  Fire-rated Assemblies

304.4.2.1  All components used in an assembly that is required to be rated shall be tested and certified to
meet rating required as outlined in the IBC. Testing and certification shall be performed by an accepted
testing lab (UL, Warnock Hersey, etc.). If a component that has not been tested is to be used, then the fire
resistance of said component shall be established by alternative methods of determining fire resistance as
allowed in Chapter 1 and 7 of the International Building Code and verified by the design professional.
Documentation shall be present on site stating method for determining fire resistance and data showing
compliance with required fire resistance rating. In an instance where tested concrete block or any other
component of a rated assembly is required in a tested design assembly, components meeting the
requirements of the current building code for the required fire resistance rating shall be accepted as
equivalent to the components tested by a testing lab.

304.13 Toilet Facilities

304.13.3 General Student Toilet Rooms (Group Type)

304.13.3.2  Fixture-countshall-be-caleulated-in-accordance-with-the following: Loading and fixture

count shall be calculated in accordance with IPC, for classroom areas only.



mailto:gferguson@ed.sc.gov
mailto:malewine@ed.sc.gov

304133213 304.13.3.3 Consider allowance for future expansion or for possibility of addition of
“relocatable” classrooms. Consult district.

SECTION 1006 INTERIOR PLUMBING

1006.4. Soil, Waste, Vent and Roof Drain Systems

1006.4.3 Corrosion resistant waste and vent piping serving science areas in grades 6-12 shall be extra-
heavy silicon iron, fire-resistive polypropylene, Type 316 stainless steel, or borosilicate glass pipe and
fittings, and shall extend to a point where line is washed by heavy flow of water. Mechanical joint piping
shall not be used below floor slab on grade or below ground.

1006.4.5 Rain water, and/or grey water systems shall not be acceptable for use within buildings.
SECTION 1108  FIRE SPRINKLER SYSTEMS, STANDPIPES, AND FIRE HYDRANTS

1108.1 The Engineer of Record shall prepare the “Fire Sprinkler System Specification Sheet” outlining
the design criteria for the sprinkler system in accordance with South Carolina State Law and requirements
of LLR, Division of Fire and Life Safety, Office of the State Fire Marshal. This is required for both above
ground and underground fire lines.

1108.2 The Engineer of Record shall review the shop drawings and calculations as submitted by the
sprinkler contractor and prepare the “Fire Sprinkler System Specification Sheet” and “Certificate of
Compliance” and submit to LLR, Division of Fire and Life Safety, Office of State Fire Marshal.

1108.3 Fire Sprinkler and Standpipe Systems shall be designed and installed in accordance with
applicable codes and standards. of the 1CC-and-NFRAABCandH-C as-a-minimum-standards:

SECTION 1208 FIRE ALARM SYSTEM

1208.1 Fire alarm systems shall be provided in any building over 500 square feet as follows:

viii



1208.1.1 All new fire alarm systems and substantially renovated alarm systems shall have-eithera be
remote supervising station systems, central statlon fire alarm systems or proprletary superwsmg station
systems. , ‘ . al-sta ala ,

1208.1.2  The policies by Labor, Licensing & Regulation (LLR), Division of Fire and Life Safety,
Office of State Fire Marshal may establish more stringent requirements than found in this Guide.

1208.1.3  Adfire-alarm-system-isrequired-inany-building-over 500-square-feet-\When using a Remote

Supervising Station Fire Alarm system, the School District shall be responsible for providing response by
trained service personnel within one hour of an alarm and within four hours of a supervisory signal from
that fire alarm system. Trained service personnel can be fire alarm companies, third-party contractors, or
District employees who are trained in accordance with NFPA 72 Annex A. The School District shall be
responsible to confirm in writing to OSF the method of response which will be used.

W%w%ﬂewme%mem&eﬁmm In renovated bmldmgs Iarger than 500

square feet, a new fire alarm system meeting the requirements of this section shall be installed or the
existing system shall be brought into compliance with the requirements of this section when:

1. There is no existing fire alarm system;
2. Modifications or additions to the existing fire alarm that require 50 net devices;
3. The existing system is a “110 Volt” system.

1208.6  Contractors installing fire alarm system must be certified and acceptable to the Authority
Having Jurisdiction.



DIVISION 1
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

SECTION 101 INDEX OF SECTIONS

Section Number and Title Page Section Number and Title Page
102 Authority 1-1 110  SC OSHA Standards 1-10
103 Acronyms & Definitions 1-1 111  DHEC Standards 1-10
104 Classifications of Schools 1-3 112 DOT Standards 1-10
105 Scope of Responsibility 1-4 113 School Bus Parking Lots and Bus Safety 1-10 I
106  Professional Services 1-5 114  Guaranteed Energy Savings Contracts 1-10
107 Basic Codes and Standards 1-6 115  Waivers 1-12
108 Procurement 1-9 116  Designing Safer Schools 1-12
109 Board of Adjustment & Appeals 1-10 117  LEED Certification 1-15

SECTION 102 AUTHORITY
102.1  Section 59-5-60, Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, gives the State Board of Education
authority to adopt policies, rules, and regulations for the conduct and furtherance of the public school

program in South Carolina. Such policies, rules, and regulations as herein adopted are deemed to have
the effect of law.

102.2  South Carolina Code Ann. 859-23-210 (Supp. 2009) allows the latest standards for construction
and renovation of public schools to be published by the State Department of Education. A committee
appointed by the State Department of Education annually updates this publication. It also requires that
plans and specifications receive approval before bidding.

102.3  South Carolina Code Ann. 859-23-220 (Supp. 2009) requires the State Superintendent of
Education or the superintendent’s designee inspect all public school buildings before occupancy.

102.4  Section 6-9-110, Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, exempts school district facilities,
reviewed and approved by the State Department of Education, from county, municipal or other local
ordinances or regulations which require the purchase or acquisition of a permit, license, or other
device utilized to enforce a building standard. However, it does not exempt the district from zoning
ordinances.

SECTION 103 ACRONYMS AND DEFINITIONS

A/E The architect and/or engineer of record for a given project

AGA American Gas Association

AHERA Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act

AlA American Institute of Architects

ANSI American National Standards Institute, Incorporated

ASHRAE  American Society of Heating, Refrigeration & Air Conditioning

ASME American Society of Mechanical Engineers
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ASTM American Society for Testing and Materials
AWWA American Water Works Association

Building Codes are the applicable standards and specifications set forth in the International Building
Code, International Plumbing Code, International Mechanical Code, International Gas Code,
International Fire Code, International Existing Building Code and successor codes promulgated by
the International Code Council; the International Energy Conservation Code, as published by the
Council of American Building Officials; and the National Electrical Code as published by the
National Fire Protection Association, with deletions or additional standards specified in the South
Carolina School Facilities Planning and Construction Guide and the South Carolina Minimum
Specifications Guide for Relocatable Classrooms, which are published by the South Carolina
Department of Education. Applicable editions or revisions shall be as set by the State Department of
Education at the time of plans submittal.

CABO Council of American Building Officials

CAD Computer Aided Design
CEFPI Council of Educational Facility Planners International
Code See Section 107

Construction Document Phase consists of the final drawings, specifications and bidding documents.

Construction is the means of the creation of something new, rather than repair or improvement of
something existing.

CM/PM Construction Management/Program Management

Design Development Phase is the preparation of detailed preliminary drawings along with supporting
data. Note that this term, as used herein, is not intended to be all-inclusive as defined in some AIA
documents in that development of structural, plumbing, mechanical and electrical elements are not
required at this stage.

DHEC South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control

District Delegated authorities of the applicable school district

DOT South Carolina Department of Transportation

FEMA Federal Emergency Management Agency

Final Completion is the date when the architect declares that all work has been completed, all
deficiencies corrected, and everything is acceptable in accordance with the contract documents.

IBC International Building Code

IEBC International Existing Building Code
IECC International Energy Conservation Code
IES [lluminating Engineering Society
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IFC International Fire Code

IFGC International Fuel Gas Code
IL Inspection Log
IMC International Mechanical Code

Implied Method of Construction This regulation is written throughout as if construction, when
referred to or implied, is to be by the single contract method. Specific mention is made in one area of
each of Divisions 7, 8, and 9 concerning the multiple prime contracts method of construction
(construction management), construction by a school district, and “fast track” construction.

IPC International Plumbing Code

LEED Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) /Other High Performance
Standard Certification

LLR Labor, Licensing, and Regulation

NFPA National Fire Protection Association

OSF Abbreviation for the Office of School Facilities, South Carolina Department of
Education

OSHA Abbreviation for the Occupational Safety and Health Administration
PE Physical Education

Renovation is the means of the repair or improvement of something already existing (S.C. Attorney
General Opinions, 1954 and 1968).

Schematic Design Phase is a study by the architect of the project requirements, followed by the
preparation of schematic design drawings with supporting data as outlined herein.

Substantial Completion is the date all work or some designated portion, thereof, is certified by the
architect as being sufficiently complete, in accordance with the contract documents, so that people
may safely occupy the workspace or a designated portion, thereof, for the use for which it is intended.
T&I Trade and Industrial

UL Underwriters Laboratories, Incorporated

SECTION 104  CLASSIFICATIONS OF SCHOOLS

104.1 Throughout this regulation, the terms “elementary” or “secondary” as applied to schools shall be
defined as follows:

104.1.1 Elementary: Includes schools with any combination of grades, from pre-kindergarten through
grade 5 or through grade 8 when housed with grades K-6

104.1.2 Secondary: Includes middle, junior high, and senior high schools

1-3



104.2  Charter schools are public schools and shall be subject to the OSF plan review and inspection of
construction or renovation and approval of occupancy, in order to ensure compliance with all codes as
set forth in this division. Charter schools are subject to building code and all health and safety
standards as stated in this Guide. Requirements that are not related to health and safety that are listed
in this Guide do not apply to charter school facilities. A listing of the non-health and non-safety
requirements of this Guide is maintained by the OSF and is published on the OSF's website.
Inspections by jurisdictions other than the OSF may be allowed if approved by the OSF.

SECTION 105  SCOPE OF OSF RESPONSIBILITY

The following are included within the requirements of this regulation and, therefore, are under the
jurisdiction of the OSF regardless of the source of funding for the project.

105.1 Site inspections and approval prior to acquisition

105.2  All new structures, and additions and/or renovations or alterations to existing structures, in
connection with the public education program in South Carolina, including student-related as well as
non-student-related facilities

105.3  Existing school buildings once vacated and being placed back in service

105.4  Any existing building to be converted to an educational occupancy

105.5 Adjunct work related to the following facilities whether included as a part of an overall
construction contract or awarded as a separate contract, unless otherwise waived by OSF

105.5.1 Site work and associated construction, including grading, paving, storm drainage, utilities,
athletic facilities, stadiums and bleachers, press boxes, playing field lighting, and concession stands

105.5.2 Water supply and sewage disposal systems

105.5.3 Building fire suppression sprinkler systems are to be submitted to the State Fire Marshal’s
Office for review and approval. Submittal, whether during design or construction, is determined by the
AJE.

105.5.4 Fixed equipment where plumbing, mechanical, or electrical systems, and/or the building
structure must be modified (as in the case of kitchen or science equipment)

105.5.5 Any project in which asbestos mitigation or other hazardous material is involved and is,
therefore, subject to AHERA and DHEC regulation

105.5.6 Energy conservation equipment installations under energy savings contract when mechanical,
electrical, and/or structural modifications are involved

105.5.7 Roofing projects when the membrane material is changed
Exceptions:
A. Contracts for furnishings and portable equipment (such as for classroom and library

furnishings, vocational shop equipment, etc.) are excluded from the requirements of this
regulation and are a district responsibility.

1-4



B. The design and construction of “relocatable” classroom units are excluded from the
requirements of this regulation and are addressed in the Department of Education document
South Carolina Minimum Specifications Guide for Relocatable Classrooms.

C. Charter schools are subject to the OSF review and inspection for building code
compliance.

SECTION 106 = PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

106.1 Design Professionals: There shall be a design professional whose responsibility is to
coordinate all design requirements throughout the entire construction project. This professional shall be
an architect and/or engineer registered to practice in South Carolina and shall be designated as the prime
contact for the OSF.

106.1.1 In certain types of projects, the principal design professional may be an engineer rather than an
architect. For such projects, within the bounds of this Guide, where the term *“architect” is used, it may
refer instead to the principal design professional for the project.

106.2 Other Design Professionals:  Where the scope of a project is not architectural or engineering
in nature, the services of an architect/engineer are not required and the basic services of other design
professionals may be used. These professionals shall be under direct contract to the district. The
preceding applies to professionals, such as landscape architects, roofing consultants, and kitchen
planners acting as independent practitioners whose credentials are recognized by the OSF.

106.3 Construction/Program Management (CM/PM): Districts may employ a CM/PM as their
agent. Contracts vary widely with regard to CM/PM project responsibilities. Regardless of the defined
contractual responsibilities, the CM/PM shall be an architect or professional engineer registered in South
Carolina or a South Carolina licensed general contractor (building classification) with a cost of work
limitations not less than the construction cost of the project.

106.4 Incidental Work: By joint resolutions of the South Carolina Architectural Registration Board
and the Engineering Examiners’ Board, dated July 25, 1962, it is permissible for an architect to perform
work in the field of engineering if it is incidental to his practice of architecture, if it is of a minor nature
and if he is qualified to perform the work. Conversely, professional engineers may perform incidental
work in the field of architecture under the same conditions.

106.5 Construction by a School District: A district may undertake small construction or renovation
work using their own maintenance forces, or with vocational student or sub-contractor assistance. Note
that under certain conditions licensure from the S.C. Contractors Licensing Board is required.

106.5.1 Drawings or a scope of work shall be submitted and prior approval first obtained from the OSF.

106.5.2 Complete architectural and/or engineering services shall be required unless otherwise waived by
the OSF.

106.5.3 The district shall identify a qualified, licensed construction superintendent in accordance with
the paragraph.

106.5.4 A district may engage in a contracting project up to $350,000 for general contracting and
$125,000 for mechanical, plumbing, or electrical contracting, and $5,000 for asphalt paving contracting.
The district must employ a certified party qualified in the classification of work that is to be performed
(South Carolina Code Ann. § 40-11-230 and South Carolina Code Ann. § 40-11-360 {A}{8}).
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106.5.5 The “cost of the work” shall be determined by the cost of all materials, labor, subcontracts, and
any other direct expenses. This estimated cost may be determined by a detailed estimate prepared by the
district or may be estimated by the OSF based on current square foot cost of school construction,
adjusted for any anticipated savings.

106.6 When Professional Services Are Not Required:  The services of professional and specialists
mentioned in items preceding are not normally required in the following situations (exceptions are
noted). It is incumbent upon the district to ascertain that the work complies with applicable codes when
professional services are not used.

106.6.1 For very small projects or projects of sufficiently limited scope, if the OSF agrees that the scope
of the project does not justify the use of such professionals or specialists mentioned above. In such cases,
the district shall submit prior written request for waiver; use Form F1 “Request for Waiver from Use of
Professional Services” in Division 13 of this Guide.

106.6.2 For minor renovation or alteration work where building codes, laws, or regulations are not
involved, or for work that is cosmetic in nature (painting, etc.), or for work which is of a routine
maintenance nature.

106.6.3 Reroofing projects when no weight is added, the drainage does not change and the roofing
membrane remains essentially the same as the existing roof.

106.6.4 Carpeting, code requirements for flammability must be met
106.6.5 Locker installations must comply with minimum corridor widths defined in this regulation.

106.6.6 For auditorium seating or folding gymnasium seating installations, the successful bidder shall
submit drawings and specifications to the OSF for prior approval, along with certification by the
manufacturer that all applicable code requirements have been met.

106.6.7 For prefabricated walks and canopies, or prefabricated spectator bleachers for outdoor athletic
facilities, the successful bidder shall submit drawings and specifications to the OSF for prior approval.
Furthermore, a structural engineer registered to practice in South Carolina shall be retained by the
successful bidder to approve and stamp the drawings and specifications and to certify by letter that all
applicable code requirements have been met. The engineer may be in the employ of the manufacturer of
the units if he meets the above registration requirement.

106.7 Re-occupied Buildings: Buildings that have been out of use for two years or greater must
be brought up to code as a new building before they are re-occupied.

SECTION 107 BASIC CODES AND STANDARDS

107.1 Inaccordance with SC Code Ann 88 1-34-10 thru 70, OSF has adopted the following codes
with all SC modifications as adopted by the SC Building Codes Council:

107.1.1 International Building Code (IBC), 2006 Edition,

107.1.2 International Existing Building Code (IEBC), 2006 Edition,

107.1.3 International Fire Code (IFC), 2006 Edition,

107.1.4 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC), 2006 Edition,

107.1.5 International Fuel Gas Code (IFGC), 2006 Edition,
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107.1.6 International Mechanical Code (IMC), 2006 Edition,

107.1.7 International Plumbing Code (IPC), 2006 Edition, with the following insertions:
107.1.7.1 Section 305.6.1, insert “24” and insert “24”
107.1.7.2 Section 904.1, insert “8”

107.1.8 International Private Sewage Disposal Code (IPSDC), 2006 Edition,

107.1.9 International Property Maintenance Code (IPMC), 2006 Edition,

107.1.10 International Residential Code for One and Two Family Dwellings (IRC), 2006 Edition,
with the following insertions:
107.1.10.1 P2603.6.1, insert “12” and insert “24”

107.1.11 International Wildland — Urban Interface Code (IUWIC), 2006 Edition, Note: The IUWIC
does not supersede existing statutory requirements.

107.1.12 National Electrical Code (NEC) [NFPA-70], 2008 Edition

107.1.13 National Fire Alarm Code [NFPA-72], 2007 Edition

107.1.14 National Electrical Safety Code, ANSI-C2-2007 Edition

107.1.15 ASCE 7—2005
107.1.16 ASHRAE 62, latest edition
107.1.17 ASHRAE 90.1, latest edition

107.1.18 Latest edition of the American National Standards Institute, Inc. (ANSI) document A117.1,
Accessible and Useable Buildings and Facilities. Note that this standard is the standard adopted by the
South Carolina Accessibility Act but this requirement does not relieve the District or the design
professional from the Federal Statutory requirements that design and construction comply with the
Americans With Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines for Buildings and Facilities. See
http://www.access-board.gov/ada/

107.1.19 State Fire Marshal rules, regulations, and policies. See
http://www.scfiremarshal.llronline.com/EngServices/index.asp?file=AdoptedStandards.htm

107.1.20 South Carolina Elevator, Code, & Regulations.1: See
http://www.lIronline.com/elevators/index.asp?file=laws.htm

107.1.21 The SC Elevator code references the American Society of Mechanical Engineers Safety
Code for Elevators, Dumbwaiters, Escalators, and Moving Walks, and supplements thereto, ASME
Al7.1.

107.1.22 International Code Council Performance Code (ICCPC), 2006 Edition, upon Director of
OSF written approval.

107.1.23  Governors Executive Order No. 82-19 (April 1982) — State of SC Building Standards in
Floodplain Areas and compliance with the criteria in Title 44, Code of Federal Regulations, Parts 60.3
and 60.5. See http://www.gpoaccess.gov/cfr/index.html . Copies of these Parts are available from the
State Coordinator’s Office for the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).
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107.1.24 The South Carolina Modular Buildings Construction Act S.C. Code § 23-43-10 et. Seq.
107.1.25 See Section 113 for School Bus Safety requirements.

107.1.26  See Section 109 for reference to OSHA standards

107.1.27  See Section 112 for reference to DOT standards

107.2  Resolutions of Conflicts

107.2.1 Where state statutes are at variance with the adopted codes or standards or other provisions of
this document and this regulation is silent, the most stringent requirements shall govern. The architect

shall notify the OSF of any such conflicts as soon as they become known.

107.2.2 Where this document is specific and is at variance with a code or standard referenced herein,
this document shall govern whether more or less stringent.

107.3  Types of Construction and Allowed Occupancies
107.3.1 The following minimum types of construction as defined by the Building Code shall govern:

107.3.1.1 Type | construction is acceptable for all buildings per the size requirements of the Building
Code

107.3.1.2 Type Il construction is acceptable for all buildings per the size requirement of the Building
Code

107.3.1.3 Type IV (Heavy Timber) construction is acceptable for all buildings per the size
requirements of the Building Code.

107.3.1.4 Type Il and Type V construction is acceptable per the size requirements of the Building
Code for all nonacademic independent structures that do not have Group E or Group A occupancies.

107.3.1.4.1 Type Il and Type V construction may be used for Group A-5 accessory use areas
including concession stands, retail areas, and press boxes.

107.3.1.5 Type Ill and Type V construction is acceptable for all fully sprinklered buildings per the
size requirements of the Building Code. Owners will need to consider materials that cover the wood
and their ability to sustain impact

107.3.1.5.1 Type Il and Type V construction may be used for Group A-5 accessory use areas
including concession stands, retail areas, and press boxes.

107.3.2 Type Ill and V buildings shall be separated from all other structures by a minimum of 30 feet
except in the case of press boxes.

107.3.3 Due to the numerous problems associated with the use of fire retardant treated wood in

construction due to exposure to moisture and deterioration of fasteners or attached materials, the use of
fire retardant treated wood will not be allowed.
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SECTION 108 = PROCUREMENT

108.1  South Carolina Code Ann. 859-19-93 requires school districts to adopt and file with the Division
of General Services of the State Budget and Control Board a procurement code modeled on the South
Carolina Consolidated Procurement Code or the model set forth in the Report of the Local Government
Task Force on Procurement. Districts define their procurement of services such as contracting with A/Es
in these codes. Design professionals and school districts need to coordinate on the proper procurement
for school building projects.

108.2 Project Delivery Methodology:  The OSF recognizes the following methodology as
alternatives to the competitive sealed bidding for construction contracts (as defined in Chapter 6,
“Manual for Planning and Execution of State Procurement Improvements, Part 11, 1999 Edition” as
published by the Office of the State Engineer, Office of General Services, State Budget and Control
Board):

108.2.1 Construction Management At-Risk allows a district to select a CM based on qualifications;
make the CM a member of a collaborative project team; centralize responsibility under a single contract
and obtain a bonded guaranteed maximum price. Districts should confer with their general counsel to
ensure proper procurement.

108.2.2 Design Build provides for a single contract between a district and an A/E/Contractor team. The
design-build team contracts for all design and construction services based on a set of criteria developed
by the district. This same criteria is used by the district to select the design-build team. The OSF allows
design-build for any district capital improvements other than educational occupancy. Examples may
include district offices, maintenance facilities, bus facilities, and assembly, etc.

108.2.3 Fast Track Construction will be permitted for public school work as a system of awarding
sequential prime contracts for succeeding stages of work, with the earlier contracts being awarded before
the architect has completed all of his construction documents.

108.2.3.1 *“Fast tracking” is permitted for both the single-contract concept (i.e., for each component of
the work) and also for the multiple-contract concept of construction.

108.2.3.2 Prior notice of the intent to use this method of construction shall first be given to the OSF
before the architect proceeds with construction documents.

108.2.3.3 The requirements of this Guide, while written primarily for the single contract method of
construction shall also apply to each contract of the fast track method except where otherwise waived by
the OSF.

108.2.4 Best Value Contracting allows districts to review both price and qualification factors at the
time of contractor proposal submittals.

108.2.5 Indefinite Delivery/Job Order Contracting allows the district to contract for services based on
limited information about future projects. Projects are typically relatively small in scope and cost and
require accelerated completion. Contract bidding may be accomplished by definition of minimum scope
of work, unit prices, or overhead and project margins.

108.2.6 Multi-Prime Contracting allows for the division of project work into a number of contract
packages to save time and cost. In essence, the district assumes the role and risk of being the general
contractor. The cost of the project is potentially reduced by eliminating the general contractor’s fees.

108.3 Pre-qualification: Project delivery methodology may be subject to pre-qualification. These
pre-qualifications are set by the procurement code of each district (see 108.1).
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SECTION 109 BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT AND APPEALS

109.1 There shall be a Board of Adjustment and Appeals constituted to hear appeals concerning
matters related to codes and standards. The general structure, operating procedures and powers of this
Board shall be in accordance with the building code.

109.2  Where the “building code sections” refer to the “building official,” this shall be construed to
mean the State Superintendent of Education as represented by the director of the Office of School
Facilities.

SECTION 110 SOUTH CAROLINA OSHA STANDARDS
110.1  Schools shall be in compliance with OSHA Standards.

110.2  For further information, contact the Division of Occupational Safety and Health, South Carolina
Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation.

SECTION 111  DHEC STANDARDS

111.1 Section 44-1-140, Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, gives the Department of Health and
Environmental Control authority to adopt policies, rules, and regulations in connection with the
furtherance of public health.

111.2 In reference to school food services and facilities, DHEC has set forth its requirements in this
regard in Regulation 61-25 entitled “Retail Food Establishments.” The owner must contact the Division
of Food Protection, Bureau of Environmental Health to obtain this regulation and to secure plan
approval.

SECTION 112 DOT STANDARDS

112.1 Standards relating to roadway access have been developed by DOT in accordance with
Sections 57-3-110, 57-5-1080 and 57-5-1090 of the Code of Laws of South Carolina (1976 as
amended through the 2006 Session of the General Assembly.) They can be found in the document
titled 2008 Access and Roadside Management Standards,” available on the DOT website.

SECTION 113 SCHOOL BUS PARKING LOTS AND BUS SAFETY

113.1 Standards and Guidelines concerning bus safety on school sites and planning bus parking lots
have been developed by the Transportation Office of the SC Department of Education. They can be
found in the document, Planning for Bus Safety on School Sites and School Bus Parking Lots. This
document is available on the OSF web site.

SECTION 114 GUARANTEED ENERGY SAVINGS CONTRACTS

114.1 The South Carolina Energy Conservation and Efficiency Act, as amended, January 1, 1993,
allows governmental units, including public school districts, to enter into guaranteed energy saving
contracts. “A guaranteed energy savings contract may be awarded pursuant to Section 11-35-1530 (an
RFP) if it includes a written guarantee that savings will meet or exceed the cost of energy conservation
measures.” The following requirements, relative to guaranteed energy savings contracts, shall be
minimum and mandatory.

114.1.1 Energy conservation measures installed under a guaranteed energy savings contract shall be
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approved by the Office of School Facilities (OSF) prior to signing of a contract. Any vendor that has
executed an energy savings contract with a school district, that includes heating, ventilating, or air
conditioning system modifications or replacements, replacement or modification of lighting and/or
electrical systems, energy recovery systems, and/or measures that are affected by any applicable codes,
shall submit complete drawings and specifications, with a professional seal of an Architect and/or
Engineer licensed to practice in South Carolina, to the OSF for approval prior to installation of those
measures. Drawings are not required if the scope of work is defined, in writing, to the approval of the
OSF. This same professional shall notify the OSF of the installation of the aforementioned conservation
measures to give the OSF the option of inspecting the actual installation of the installed measures in the
field.

114.1.2 Districts shall make certain the lighting levels required by this Guide are met.

114.1.3 Districts shall request the State Energy Office review the methodology used by the energy
vendor to project and measure the guaranteed savings. These reviews will be provided at no cost to the
districts. More detailed study can be negotiated with the State Energy Office.

114.2 In executing guaranteed energy savings contracts, the district should also consider the
following:

114.2.1 District should obtain an independent building energy systems evaluation or audit,
recommended energy savings actions, estimated cost, and projected savings to use as the basis for any
energy savings RFP, bid request or vendor agreement.

114.2.2 District should understand and be in agreement with the determination of and adjustments to
the base line energy consumption figure designated by the vendor.

114.2.3 District should understand and be in agreement with proposed contract comfort and lighting
levels, as well as, occupancy rates or schedules. Use of an independent lighting consultant is
recommended to determine lighting needs and modifications, prior to and as the basis for any energy
savings RFP, bid request or vendor agreement.

114.2.4 District should understand the method for measuring savings and should be in agreement with
any metering techniques. Savings calculations should not be ambiguous.

114.2.5 District should be in agreement with who performs post installation audit of energy savings
and an independent auditor is strongly recommended.

114.2.6 Contact should be clear as to who owns equipment at end of lease or contract term. If
equipment is not owned by district at end of contract, does the district have option to buy equipment,
extend lease under new terms, or have equipment removed? Responsibility for the expense of removal
should be specified as well.

114.2.7 District should consider having an early termination clause added to the contract and/or a
clause specifying that district can buy the equipment from vendor before end of contract.

114.2.8 District should consider adding an arbitration clause to contract to document how disputes
over savings measurements and calculations should be resolved.

114.2.9 The OSF recommends a process that can effectively evaluate energy service value from
project comprehension through pricing.
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114.2.10 District should require clear separation and definition of equipment and/or fixture costs,
labor cost, sub-contractor and prime contractor fees, and/or profit and financing costs in terms of
actual percent interest.

114.2.11 Total payments by districts for the project should not exceed total savings including a
reasonable cost of financing, maintenance, repair costs, reasonable overhead and profit.

114.2.12 District should receive an adjustment in amount owed vendor to account for any changes in
energy consumption due to any energy conserving equipment or measures taken by district and not
included in a guaranteed energy saving contract. A method for making such adjustments should be
part of the agreement.

114.2.13 District should explore coordination of their contract in conjunction with facility capital
needs projects (renovation and addition).

SECTION 115  WAIVERS

115.1 Section 43-261, Code of Regulations provides that the State Board of Education may waive any
regulation, which would impede the implementation of an approved District Strategic Plan or School
Renewal Plan.

115.1.1 When a district’s Strategic Plan is at variance with the regulations contained herein, the district
board or its designee shall submit to the State Board of Education through the Office of School Facilities
a detailed description of the programmatic variance to include the code section(s) or standard(s) at issue
and the physical facility requirements necessary, as well as, the educational requirement necessary to
implement the district’s Strategic Plan.

115.2  South Carolina Code Ann. §59-23-230 (Supp. 2009) authorizes the State Superintendent of
Education to waive regulations relating to building square footage requirements for construction of a
new public school.

115.3 Alternative Compliance: The OSF has the authority to accept alternative methods of
compliance within the intent of these regulations, after finding that the materials and method of work
offered is for the purpose intended, at least the equivalent of that prescribed in these regulations in
quality, strength, effectiveness, fire resistance, durability, and safety. The OSF shall require sufficient
evidence or proof be submitted to substantiate any claim that may be made regarding use of
alternative. All requests for acceptance must be supported by and submitted by a South Carolina
registered design professional.

SECTION 116  DESIGNING SAFER SCHOOLS

116.1 The Office of School Facilities (OSF) believes in enhancing safety and discouraging violence
and crime by careful consideration in the design of sites and buildings. By applying principles of
CPTED (Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design) and other design features to reduce or
eliminate conflicts or hazardous conditions, a safe, functional and orderly environment can be
established. The OSF endorses the concept that a safer environment can create a psychological
advantage for positive behavior and for learning.

116.2 CPTED Principles: Campus crime and violence can be significantly reduced through the
application and interaction of the following seven key components of CPTED.
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116.2.1 Access Control: Controlling campus access, either through natural or formal components, is
a basic concept of creating a safe school climate. Access by non-students during, as well as after
school hours should be carefully controlled, as should the timely and orderly access by students,
visitors, staff and service personnel.

116.2.1.1 Campus Perimeter: Design the campus so that visitors and guests must pass through a
particular point or entrance, which is clearly visible to a passerby and administration.

116.2.1.2 Entrances and Exits: Minimize the number of entrances and exits to the campus and
direct traffic flow, both vehicular and pedestrian, to eliminate confusion and congestion and provide
ease of observation. Design parking areas to limit and control access. Place student parking areas
where clearly visible from administration and consider breaking up very large lots into smaller, more
manageable ones.

116.2.1.3 Visitor Parking: Clearly identify visitor parking with proper signage and set up visitor
traffic, both vehicular and pedestrian, in a way that it can be easily supervised from the main office or
by assigned security personnel.

116.2.1.4 Visitor Screening: Clearly worded and placed signage should direct visitors to the main
office or designated visitor reception area where they can be screened, using uniform visitor screening
procedures, to ensure that they have legitimate business on campus.

116.2.2 Natural Surveillance

116.2.2.1 Formal Gathering Areas: Gathering areas should be formally identified in locations with
natural surveillance and access control or assigned to locations out of view of the would-be offender.
Informal areas then become off-limits and subject to automatic scrutiny. Clear spatial definition will
cause unauthorized users to feel at greater risk and staff to assume greater challenging powers.

116.2.2.2 Natural Supervision: Enhance supervision by eliminating architectural barriers. Ensure
open sight lines through the design and proper placement of building, landscaping components,
lighting, and access control. Clear the under story and low branches in wooded areas; maintain
visibility of play fields and tennis courts from major site circulation routes.

116.2.3 Formal Surveillance

116.2.3.1 High-risk Areas: Design high-risk areas to accommodate natural surveillance to the
extent possible and to facilitate formal supervision where required. Such areas may include the main
entrance or campus perimeter—especially where problems with intruders are typical. Toilet rooms and
corridors, stairways, and locker clusters are often key trouble spots. Commons areas and courtyards
frequently have similar problems. Remote locations, such as parking areas and outside play courts,
may create additional risks.

116.2.3.2 Remote Surveillance: Where limited staff availability or high number of identified
problem areas generate a need for other, more formal surveillance options, security specialists should
be consulted on equipment specifications, placement, operation, and management.

116.2.4 Territoriality: Ensure the personalization of space assigned to each person, in order to
emphasize the perception of ownership. This translates to the identification of territories within the
school campus, assignment of internal territories to “proprietors,” and assignment of general
supervision and care responsibilities that go with “ownership” of the identified spaces.
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116.2.4.1 Delineation of Space: Space should be clearly delineated among the various areas of the
campus to encourage territoriality and better control. For example, it should be clear when one is
moving from the fine arts wing to the science department to the math department, or from one “house”
to another in the lower grades. Smaller spaces may be assigned to individual teachers or staff. For
instance, the locker area immediately outside a classroom door may be identified with that classroom
teacher by means of color, pattern or other design features. Doorways and vision panels may need to
be designed to facilitate natural surveillance of these areas from within the classroom.

116.2.5 Defensible Space: Environmental concepts can contribute to the productive management
of schools by providing clearly marked transitional zones that indicate movement from spaces
designated for public, combined, and private use.

116.2.5.1 Access Points: Reduce access points to parking areas to decrease the perception that they
are public spaces; reduce the possible escape routes for potential offenders; and increase the
perception that they are risky for the potential intruder. Use gates to close off unnecessary entrances
during low-use times to control access and reinforce the perception that the parking areas are private.

116.2.6 Target Hardening: Effective target hardening maintains a balance between the
development and implementation of appropriate security measures and visually creating a prison or
fortress. It must include the vigorous pursuit of identifying, apprehending, and prosecuting criminals,
to the end that the school campus becomes unattractive as a target for entertainment or challenge.

116.2.6.1 Target Hardening: Design facilities with the idea of making the perpetrator’s objective
difficult to attain and of controlling crime by slowing the perpetrator’s progress. Reduce the number of
doors that are not observable from drives and parking; avoid deep recesses and potential hiding areas.

116.2.7 Program Interaction: Effective program interaction can be achieved through a
combination of designing facilities that enhance both natural and formal supervision and the
development and utilization of a close partnership among law enforcement and emergency service
personnel, administration, staff, and students.

116.2.7.1 Enhanced Natural Surveillance: Activities which are easily supervised can be assigned
to areas where unauthorized infringement might normally occur. Natural surveillance for these
activities will be enhanced through the increased perceptions of safety for the legitimate user and risk
for the potential offender. Activities which are more difficult to supervise can be assigned to areas
where infringement is typically less likely to occur.

116.2.7.2 Conflict Reduction: Provide separate entrance and exit patterns to spaces with
concentrated high-volume use, such as cafeterias and corridors, to reduce time required for movement
into and out of spaces and to reduce the opportunity for personal conflict. Separation of student traffic
flow can help define orderly movement and save time, and the illegitimate user will feel at greater risk
of detection.

116.2.7.3 Communication: Design communication systems to overcome distance and isolation.
Two-way intercom systems and telephones are even more critical for remote relocatable classroom
(portable) units or isolated buildings.

116.2.7.4 Modifications: Redesign problem spaces and uses of spaces to provide natural barriers for
conflicting activities. As an example, where congestion and conflict are likely to occur when classes
are entering and leaving a cafeteria at the same time using the same entrance, separate the entrance and
exit so that different traffic routes are utilized for moving from and returning to instructional areas.

116.2.7.5 Clear Borders: Provide clearly defined borders for controlled space. Design features such
as changes in color, volume, or cased openings can be effective in defining boundaries.
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SECTION 117 LEADERSHIP IN ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN
(LEED)/OR OTHER HIGH PERFORMANCE STANDARD CERTI-FICATION

117.1 The OSF encourages school districts to follow the principles of LEED (Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design) or other high performance standard certification in school construction.
Design professionals can assist in determining the most advantageous principles and/or certification
level.

LEED for Schools is a green building rating system developed by the U.S. Green Building Council
specifically for K-12 schools and higher education facilities. The rating system is designed to help
improve all occupants’ health, the staff and children's productivity, and children's learning capacity
while also helping school facilities to reduce operations and maintenance costs, be more energy
efficient, and be more resource friendly.

For further information about LEED visit the following website:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leadership_in_Energy_and_Environmental_Design
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DIVISION 2
SITE SELECTION, DEVELOPMENT, AND DISPOSAL

SECTION 201 INDEX OF SECTIONS

Section Number and Title Page Section Number and Title Page
202 Site Approval 2-1 206  Site Selection Process & Factors  2-3
203 School Sites 2-2 207 Land Disposal 2-4
204 Roadway Improvements  2-2 208  Site Development Factors 2-4

205 Existing Sites Related to Building Additions 2-2

SECTION 202 SITE APPROVAL
202.1 Subject to Approval before Acquisition

202.1.1 All real property subject to acquisition by a district, whether unimproved land or land with
existing improvements, shall first be approved by the Office of School Facilities (OSF). All
property shall be acquired as per state statute.

202.2  On-site Inspection before Acquisition

202.2.1 Site inspections shall be made of all property prior to acquisition. If the district has
selected a design professional, he shall be present at the site inspection.

202.2.2 A boundary map of the property shall be furnished to the OSF and SCDOT at inspection.
If present, wetland areas shall be shown on the map.

202.2.3 Any property being considered shall be checked through the Flood Mitigation Office of
South Carolina Department of Natural Resources and applicable FEMA Flood Insurance Rate
maps to determine if the site is in a flood zone and, if so, the effect on insurance rates and related
considerations.

202.2.4 Leased Property: All real property (land) leased by a district for the purpose of
permanent capital improvements by the district shall be approved by the OSF. The lease is
recommended for a minimum sufficient time for any proper capital improvements depreciation.
Shorter leases for transitional facilities and relocatable classrooms will be allowed at the
discretion of the district.

202.3 Written Approval before Acquisition

202.3.1 In all cases, where the OSF approval is required, after tentative approval of site by the
OSF, the district superintendent shall submit the Form F-2, “Application for Approval of Property
Acquisition” to the OSF and DOT for final approval. A boundary plat prepared by a registered land
surveyor indicating acreage, bounds, adjoining roads, and other pertinent information shall be
attached to form. Surveyor shall provide GEO positioning reference data for locating site.

202.3.2 See DIVISION 13 for “SAMPLE FORMS”
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202.4 Local Government Comprehensive Planning

202.4.1 The school district is required by South Carolina Code Ann.86-29-540 (supp.1999) to
comply with local zoning ordinances and to consult with the local planning commission as to the
compatibility of the proposed school site with the comprehensive plan of the community. If the
local planning commission finds the proposal to be in conflict with the comprehensive plan, the
school district may proceed with the project as long as the district publicly states its intention to
proceed and the reason. A copy of this finding must be sent to the local governing body, the local
planning commission, and published as a public notice in a newspaper of general circulation.

202.5 Parking

202.5.1 Parking is determined by local zoning ordinance. In the absence of a local zoning
ordinance, districts may use Table 801.2.1 of the International Zoning Code as a minimum.

SECTION 203 SCHOOL SITES

203.1 South Carolina Code Ann. § 59-23-250 (Supp. 2009) eliminates minimum acreage
requirements for public school sites. However, school districts must receive approval from the
South Carolina Department of Education prior to property acquisition or additions on existing
properties.

203.2 The State Department of Education encourages districts to consider acreage for school
sites as established by the Council of Educational Facility Planners International (CEFPI).

SECTION 204 ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS

204.1 General: Roadway improvements requisite to access requirements and adequate to
address any potential safety hazards are the responsibility of the school district. The SCDOT
shall be consulted for roadway improvements whenever stacking loops or access to a school is
modified, or whenever a new school is planned, or an addition that increases the number of
students is planned. Access to a school site shall be as defined by the South Carolina Department
of Transportation (DOT) Traffic Engineering Division, as part of the application process for an
encroachment permit. Chapter 4: “School Access Design” in the 2008 Access and Roadside
Management Standards developed by the DOT’s Traffic Engineering Division provides
additional criteria.

204.2 Cost of Improvements

204.2.1 Preliminary cost estimates for roadway improvements are recommended to be prepared by
the district prior to the site acquisition for inclusion in the project budget. The site plan showing
such improvements shall be submitted to and approved by DOT Traffic Engineering Division prior
to bidding the project.

204.2.2 Technical assistance necessary to this objective is available from the DOT, Traffic
Engineering Division.

SECTION 205 EXISTING SITES RELATED TO BUILDING ADDITIONS
205.1 When additions are made at an existing site, plans shall include site improvements

necessary to separate all traffic as set forth in Section 208, Site Development Factors unless
otherwise waived by the OSF.
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205.2  Any site considered for additions shall be checked with the Flood Mitigation Office of
the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources and/or the respective local jurisdiction to
determine if the existing site is in a flood zone and, if so, the effect on site designs, building
design, and insurance coverage.

SECTION 206  SITE SELECTION PROCESS AND FACTORS

206.1 The district, after careful consideration of all factors, should select the tentative site for
inspection by the OSF. In some cases, more than one site may be considered and a comparative
evaluation made jointly by the district and the OSF before final selection.

206.1.1 OSF may rely upon the following agencies for site reviews:

206.1.1.1 Architect, landscape architect, professional engineer, or construction manager
206.1.1.2 DHEC district engineer

206.1.1.3 Department of Transportation, Traffic Engineering Division

206.1.1.4 Local or regional planning agency

206.1.1.5 Local or regional zoning agency

206.1.1.6 Natural Resources Conservation Service

206.1.1.7 Local law enforcement agency

206.1.1.8 S.C. Department of Natural Resources

206.1.1.9 S.C. Department of Education transportation area supervisor

206.1.1.10 DHEC - Division of Onsite Wastewater Management

206.2 Site Selection Factors

206.2.1 The site selection process shall take into consideration all natural and/or man-made
features. Any potential environmental hazard such as air, water or soil contamination shall be
considered. If a hazard is suspected, it shall be researched or tested by DHEC or other qualified

verified engineers or laboratories.

206.2.2 Access: County or State road frontage shall be ample enough to allow for separate car and
bus entrances and exits, unless otherwise agreed to in conjunction with DOT and/or the appropriate
city/county authority.

206.2.3 Electric Transmission Power Lines: Transmission lines shall not cross any portion of a
school site unless approved by the OSF. The following setbacks shall act as a Guide for
establishing what is appropriate for school facility sites. The setback shall be measured from the
edge of the easement and/or right of way nearest to the property line of the parcel to be used for
educational purposes and shall be calculated based on both the existing kilovolt designation plus
any anticipated increase in kilovolts.

Kilovolt Designation Setback

100-115 kV 100 Feet
220-235 kV 150 Feet
345 kV 250 Feet
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206.2.3.1 These setbacks shall not include any permanent improvements unless approved by
the OSF. Setbacks should only be utilized for vehicular or pedestrian passage, if needed.

206.2.4 On those sites where a septic tank system must be considered, the District shall not
proceed with land acquisition or plan preparation until receiving preliminary approval from DHEC
Division of Onsite Wastewater Management.

SECTION 207 LAND DISPOSAL

207.1 In accordance with 859-19-190, the reassignment or disposal of land purchased with any
state funds after 1952 shall be subject to the prior written approval of the State Board of
Education. Request for disposition of such parcels shall be made through the OSF for submission
to the State Board of Education.

207.2 Parcel(s) may contain internal roads identified as being on the State Highway System
regardless of purchase date. These are roads that are owned and maintained by the SCDOT.
Therefore, the SCDOT would like the opportunity to remove the road(s) from the system prior to
the disposal of the property. Providing a boundary survey (if available) of the parcel with the
disposition request to the OSF will aid the SCDOT in determining if any road(s) are on the State
Highway System. Owners may determine that retaining the state road is in their best interest.

SECTION 208  SITE DEVELOPMENT FACTORS

208.1  School buildings shall be setback on the site a sufficient distance from the adjacent
roadways to ensure safe and adequate on-site storage or stacking of loading and unloading
vehicles.

208.2  On-site school bus traffic shall be physically separated from visitor, parent, and student
traffic at all schools unless approved by the OSF.

208.3  School automobile and bus loops shall operate in a one-way counterclockwise direction
or in a manner that assures that the loading/unloading of students occurs from the right hand side
of the vehicle adjacent to the building.

208.4  Design layout of bus circulation and parking areas shall be done to prohibit the backing-
up of busses on school sites.

208.5 Each parking stall for a full sized bus shall be a minimum of 15 feet wide. Smaller
spaces may be provided for mini busses and other specially sized vehicles used to transport
students. Submit Form F7 “Preliminary School Bus Transportation Information Form” with the
initial design submittal to the OSF. Form F7 is in Division 13 of this Guide.

208.6  Student parking areas shall be separated from staff/visitor/bus parking and student
loading/unloading areas.

208.7 Pedestrians from student parking areas should not be allowed to cross automobile and
bus traffic loops to reach the school building unless approved by the OSF.

208.8 Pedestrians and bicyclists shall have a designated safe path between the adjacent road
and the school building.
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flexible and responsive. During this transition a district may request a deviation by the OSF
from the minimum standards. That request must be accompanied by educational

specifications that detail the intended educational program, effects of the program on the
facility capacity, the requested space requirements, and the rationale for the request. The

National School Boards Association (NSBA) states that “the purpose of educational
specifications is to define the programmatic, functional, spatial, and environmental

requirements of the educational facility, whether new or remodeled, in written and graphic
form for review, clarification, and agreement as to scope of work and design requirements
for the architect, engineer, and other professionals working on the building design.” For

information on developing Educational Specifications please consult the CEFPI Guide for

Educational Facility Planning — Creating Connections, 2004, Council of Educational
Facility Planners, International.



SECTION 303 EDUCATIONAL SPACES

303.1 Art

303.1.1 General: Facilities appropriate to the schools art education program shall be
provided for all schools. A well-planned art room must provide for the following activities:
graphic art, which includes computer graphics, block printing, etching, and lithograph; such
general crafts as, metals, weaving, and three dimensional art forms such as ceramics and
sculpture.

303.1.2 Elementary School

303.1.2.1 There shall be a minimum of one art room for each school. The art room shall
have at least 40 square feet of workspace per student.

303.1.2.2 At least one wall shall be provided for displaying student work.
303.1.2.3 A wet area with sink is required.

303.1.2.4 Artrooms serving kindergarten/child development units and first grade
classrooms shall be located on the level of exit discharge.

303.1.3 Middle School

303.1.3.1 There shall be a minimum of one art room for each school. The art room shall
have at least 50 square feet of workspace per student, excluding storage and teacher’s
workspace.

303.1.3.2 The art room shall be flexible enough for use with groups or individual
instructional activities. Adequate space shall also be planned for special furniture and
equipment, i.e., easels, potters wheels, floor looms, darkroom developing tanks, and
enlargers or as outlined in district education program.

303.1.3.3 A wet area with sink is required.

303.1.3.4 At least one wall shall be provided for displaying student work and visual aids.
303.1.4 High School

303.1.4.1 There shall be a minimum of one art room for each art program (i.e., 2.d, 3.d,
graphic arts, etc.) for each school. The art room shall have a minimum of 55 square feet per
student, excluding storage and teacher’s workspace.

303.1.4.2 At least one wall shall be designed for displaying student work and visual aids.

303.1.4.3 A secondary exhaust fan shall be provided in the art room for periodic use to
remove fumes.

303.1.4.4 A wet area shall be required where program requires.



303.1.5 Kiln Room

303.1.5.1 Provide a special wiring circuit to meet kiln manufacturer’s requirements. There
shall be a minimum three feet wide working border around any kiln, unless the
manufacturer allows less. State and local codes must be met.

303.1.5.2 The kiln room shall be ventilated to the outside to remove fumes, as well as heat
build-up.

303.1.5.3 The wall and/or ceiling around the kiln space shall be 1-hour rated with %-hour
label doors and sealed tight to the roof deck over or have a 1-hour horizontal assembly.
Where a fire sprinkler system is provided, the rated wall and/or ceiling and door may be
eliminated. These walls shall remain sealed tight to the deck.

303.1.5.4 Provide the kiln room with a proper fire extinguisher within five feet of the
outside edge of the entry door to the space.

303.1.6 Storage Area

303.1.6.1 Artrooms require storage space with appropriate shelving. Provide 400 square
feet minimum of storage.

303.1.7 Sinks

303.1.7.1 Sinks shall be equipped with hot and cold running water, fitted with mixing
faucets. Sinks shall be stainless steel or some material that does not chip, crack, or break.
They shall be surrounded with a waterproof work surface. Heavy duty drains with clay or
plaster traps shall be used in order to prevent clogging. They shall be large enough to
accommodate several students at one time.

303.2 Classrooms
303.2.1 General Classrooms
303.2.1.1 Basic requirements: The following shall be mandatory and minimum unless

otherwise indicated. Classroom sizes shall be determined by student to teacher ratio and use
of space, but shall not be less than the minimum areas listed.

Item Elementary Middle, Junior
High, Senior
High

Floor Area 800 SF minimum Same as
Elementary

Minimum 24 ft. Same as

width Elementary

Individual Grades 1-2: Same as Not Required

Toilets Kindergarten

Grade 3:  Optional
Grades 4-6: Not

Required
Sink Grades 1-3: Required Not Required
Cabinets Grades 4-6:

Recommended




303.2.1.1.1 Sink Cabinets: Recommended height in kindergarten classrooms shall be 2'-
1". Recommended height in grades 1-3 shall be 2'-3". Recommended height in grades 4-6
shall be 2'-6". Recommended height in grades 7-12 shall be 3'-0".

303.2.1.2 Floor Area: Shall be clear, open area exclusive of toilet rooms. However, the
area covered with mandated cabinetry may be included within the 800 square feet
minimum. Provisions for computer technology may require an increase in area in
classrooms.

303.2.1.3 Location: First grade classrooms shall be located on ground level. Second
grade classrooms shall not be higher than the second floor.

303.2.2 Interior Classrooms

303.2.2.1 Definition: An “interior” classroom is hereby defined as a classroom or other
instructional space that does not adjoin an exterior wall and does not have windows or
direct egress to exterior.

303.2.2.2 Elementary Schools: Interior classrooms shall not be permitted except in the
following situations:

303.2.2.2.1 For art, music, resource rooms, or for upper grade classrooms where students
will spend only one or two periods.

303.2.2.2.2 When interior elementary classrooms are permitted, they shall meet the
criteria stipulated for secondary classrooms below.

303.2.2.3 Secondary Schools: Interior classrooms are permitted under the following
conditions:

303.2.2.3.1 Space shall be mechanically ventilated and shall be equipped with emergency
illumination if there is no natural light. See DIVISION 12-ELECTRICAL.

303.2.2.3.2 Two means of egress shall be provided, one of which must open directly to an
exit access corridor. However, only one means of egress will be required from instructional
spaces not exceeding 500 square feet in floor area. It is desirable that the second egress also
open to a corridor, in which case it shall be as remote from the first egress as possible, and
preferably on a different wall from the first egress.

303.2.2.3.2.1 The second egress shall be permitted to open to another space (such as, a
classroom) that preferably in turn has direct egress to a different exit access corridor, in
which case a plastic or metal placard shall be attached to each side of the door with non-
removable screws stipulating that no lock is permitted and that clear passage must be
maintained at all times. However, this arrangement is not generally recommended and
should only be used upon specific approval by the district superintendent because of
additional sound transmission problems, and lack of security from one space to another. If
occupancy of one space exceeds 50 persons or distance-of-travel exceeds 75 feet, the
second egress shall open to an exit access corridor.
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303.2.3 Specialized Classrooms

303.2.3.1 Self-Contained Classrooms

303.2.3.1.1 Classroom Size: A minimum sized classroom of 800 square feet, exclusive of
toilet rooms shall be provided in all cases where the anticipated enrollment will approach 15
elementary or 18 secondary students.

303.2.3.1.2 Plumbing Requirements.

303.2.3.1.2.1 Unless otherwise waived by the OSF, individual toilet rooms shall be
provided in all elementary self-contained classrooms and shall contain a water closet and
lavatory and shall be designed for wheelchair use. The width of the toilet room must allow
for side transfer from wheelchair to water closet.

303.2.3.1.3 Sink cabinets shall be included in all elementary self-contained classrooms.
Counter height should be determined by the age level expected to occupy the room (See
303.2.1.1).

303.2.3.2 Resource Rooms

303.2.3.2.1 Enrollment: Six to eight students generally.

303.2.3.2.2 Room Size: 360-400 square feet (half the size of a regular sized classroom)
will accommodate typical student groupings.

303.2.3.3 Time-out Rooms. If time out rooms are provided, they shall meet the
requirements of the Office of School Facilities” Policy Memorandums.

303.3 Kindergarten and Child Development Classrooms

303.3.1 Location: Kindergarten and Child Development Units shall be located on the
ground-floor level and be in a common area near drop-off points.

303.3.2 Kindergarten and Child Development Classroom Area

303.3.2.1 Floor area shall be a minimum of 1,050 square feet (net), exclusive of the
teacher’s workroom (optional), toilet, and storage room. Mandated cabinetry may be
included in this area.

303.3.2.2 The minimum width shall be 24 feet.

303.3.2.3 Each classroom shall have a counter equipped with a minimum of one sink at
student height and one at adult height. Minimum length of counter shall be 12 feet. Counter
top sink(s) shall be stainless steel or porcelain. A bubbler shall be provided.

303.3.2.4 *“Cubby” units with a coat hook and a storage cubicle for each student shall be
provided.

303.3.2.5 Teacher Work Rooms are recommended to be placed throughout the school to
allow for peer collaboration, team planning, etc.



303.3.3 Individual Classroom Toilets

303.3.3.1 One toilet serving as a unisex arrangement, and opening into the classroom, shall
be required as a minimum for every Kindergarten/Child Development classroom, unless
group toilets sufficient to meet total student population are provided, in which case one toilet
serving every two classrooms will be allowed. A hand wash sink shall be required either in
the toilet or directly outside the toilet in each classroom.

303.3.3.2  All of the individual toilet rooms are not required to accommodate people with
physical disabilities. Provide at least 25 percent, but in no case less than 2 toilets for people
with physical disabilities per Kindergarten/Child Development area and/or wing.

303.3.4 Enclosed Play Yard

303.3.4.1 Anenclosed play yard shall be provided, sufficient to accommodate the expected
student population. Pedestrian gates shall be provided to the enclosure.

303.3.5 The electrical outlets in kindergarten rooms shall be of the tamper resistant type or
be provided with blank plastic safety plugs.

303.3.6 Early Childhood Environmental Ratings Scale (ECERS) and Infant and Toddler
Environment Rating Scale (ITERS): Both ECERS (2 %2 - 5 years of age) and ITERS (below
2 Y, years of age) utilize more stringent standards than this Guide. The design professional
is recommended to verify with the school district if it plans to incorporate these standards.

303.4 Media Centers

303.4.1  The State Department of Education, through its School Library Media Services
office, is available to review library media center plans for school districts.

303.4.2 Every school shall have a library/media center of a size commensurate with the
long-range student population of the school and sufficient to house the minimum required
materials specified by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools. Media centers
serving kindergarten/child development units and first grade classrooms shall be located on
the level of exit discharge.

303.4.3 Reading Rooms

303.4.3.1 The minimum size of the reading room for each media center shall be determined
as follows:

303.4.3.1.1 Elementary: For schools having an enrollment of up to 1,000 students, 10
percent of the enrollment multiplied by 30 square feet, with a minimum size being 1,200
square feet.

303.4.3.1.2 Secondary: For schools having an enroliment of up to 2,000 students, 15
percent of the first 400 students plus 10 percent of the remainder, the total to be multiplied by
30 square feet.

303.4.3.1.3 For schools having enrollments in excess of the above, the additional area

required shall be determined by the district, based on students to be seated at any one time,
volumes to be accommodated, and type of programs expected to be utilized.
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303.4.3.2 The librarian shall have visual control of the entire facility.
303.4.4 Office/Workroom

303.4.4.1 These areas shall be required in all media centers and are most often combined,
although in larger secondary schools a separate office may be desired. Recommend an area a
minimum of 180 square feet in smaller schools and up to 250 square feet in larger schools.

303.4.4.2 Generous glass area shall be provided for overview of reading room.

303.4.4.3 Shall have 36 inch high work counter with stainless steel double sink and swing
faucet with hot and cold water.

303.4.5 Conference Room(s)

303.4.5.1 A minimum of one shall be required in all media centers, with two recommended
in larger elementary schools and two or more in larger secondary schools.

303.4.6 Audio-Visual (AV) Storage Space
303.4.6.1 Secure AV storage space shall be required in all media centers.
303.4.7 Main Technology Distribution Room

303.4.7.1 A secure main distribution room (space where major components of technology
hardware and networked systems interconnect to each other and to other systems external to
the school) shall be in all schools. Size, location, and security shall be determined by program
requirements. Heat load shall be established for the equipment in order that proper ventilation
can be provided.

303.5 Music

303.5.1 General: Facilities designed specifically for music education shall be planned for
all schools. The music facilities shall be adequate to accommaodate the variety of activities
and experiences.

303.5.2 Elementary School: The facilities provided for the music program in the
elementary school shall meet the following standards:

303.5.2.1 A room shall be designed for teaching general music. This room shall have
appropriate acoustical properties and be large enough to accommaodate the largest group
taught and provide ample space for physical movement. It shall also contain storag