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Steps: 
• Standards Review/Development/Approval Period 

 
• New Standards Implementation/Bridge School Year 

 
• Full Implementation and Assessment School Year 
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Social Studies  

• Jan 2010-August 2011-Social Studies Academic Standards  
development 

• 2011-2012 –New (2011) Social Studies  standards in classrooms, 
bridge (in-common) assessments, Support Document developed 

• 2012-2013 and beyond-Social Studies Assessments based solely 
on 2011 Standards   
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Changes for SC-Alt 
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We tend to think of assessment as this: 
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Large-scale statewide accountability 
tests are only a part of the total picture 

Stuart Kahl, Measured Progress 
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  To further insure student success on EOCEP, 
make sure classroom and district assessments 

mirror  
SC’s statewide assessments. 
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But first, 
 

a quick reminder 
 

of what we all should know… 



The 1998 Education Accountability Act 
mandated the creation of the  

End of Course Examination Program 
(EOCEP).  

State Board of Education Regulation 43-262.4 states 
that students scheduled to complete one of the 
gateway or benchmark courses for high school credit 
must take the EOCEP test when they complete the 
class. 
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EOCEP is  
 

• counted as 20% of the final course average; 
 

• standards-based and all multiple choice; 
 

• available as an online assessment; 
 

• 55 items long, except for Mathematics (50); 
 

• rapid, with results delivered within 36 hours of receipt by the scoring center; 
 

• un-timed, but about 90 minutes is the estimated administration time; and 
 

• composed of a range of item difficulties. 
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EOCEP grades are expressed on the 
State Uniform Grading Scale. 

 
• A: 93-100 
• B: 85-92 
• C: 77-84 
• D: 70-76 
• F: 69 or below 

 

• Students receive 
both a numeric and 
letter grade. 
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The blueprint can be found on 
the Office of Assessment Web page. 
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Back to that closely aligned idea… 
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What do we want students to learn? What will students retain from their learning? What should we Assess? 

Understanding 

Understanding 

Understanding 

Concept 

Concept 

Concept 
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Item 
Development 

Field 
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Content 
Review 

Bias and 
Sensitivity 

Review 

Statistical 
Review 
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Items 

Operational 
Test 

Test Development Process 
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Development of Items 

Content Check: Each Item 
• Assesses usually one objective and skill  
• Assesses important aspects of the targeted objective or skill 
• Assesses appropriate content and thinking skills 
• Uses an appropriate reading level  
• Is accurate and documented against reliable, up-to-date 

sources 
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Development of Items 

      Stem/Question: 
• is clearly and concisely stated 
• avoids the use of negatives (not, except) and ambiguous words 
• does not present clues to the correct answer choice 
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Development of Items 

      Linguistically accessible to the widest range of students 
 

• Use commonly used words 
• Use grade appropriate vocabulary 
• Use grade appropriate sentence structure 
• Avoid idiomatic speech and figurative language (unless being 

measured) 
• Avoid technical terms unrelated to the content 
• Avoid unnecessary words 
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Development of Items 

      Answer choices: 
• are conceptually, grammatically, and syntactically consistent with the 

stem 
• are homogeneous and parallel in content, style, structure, and length (or 

progress in length, or are paired in length—two long and two short) 
• do not contain key words in the stem that would clue the correct answer 
• do not use extreme modifiers (always, never) 
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Development of Items 

Correct answer of each item: 
• is clearly correct and is the only correct answer choice 
• cannot be obtained unless the student has the knowledge or skill 

being assessed 
• cannot be obtained for the wrong reasons 

 

Distracters of each item: 
• are plausible and attractive to the student who has not mastered 

the objective or skill 
• represent common misconceptions, errors, flawed process, or 

incomplete understanding 
• are mutually exclusive 
• are not partially correct 
• are not markedly different or humorous 
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Content Review Checklist 

• Does the item measure what it is intended to measure? 
• Does the item have only one correct answer? 
• Are all distracters plausible yet incorrect? 
• Is the item phrased as a question? 
• Are the stem and answer options grammatically correct and consistent 

with one another?  
• Are the stem and answer options phrased in positive terms (i.e., avoid 

using not, never, except)? 
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Content Review Checklist 
(continued) 

• Do the stem and answer options use third person (i.e., do not use 
“you”)? 

• Are the answer options arranged in a logical order (e.g., longest to 
shortest, numerical, chronological, alphabetical)?  

• Do the answer options avoid using “none of the above,” “both A and C,” 
or “all of the above”?  

• Is the verb tense consistent between the question and answer options? 
• Are there any clues or repeated words used which may influence the 

student’s responses to other items?  
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Other Assessment Considerations… 

• Tests are full of conventions to assist students.  
• Chronological order, [synonym], name and date citation, quote 

appropriateness/application-[W]hat, [I]n, [T]he 
• Test is not an exact paraphrase of the support document, which would be recall. 

Understanding requires an interaction between the stimulus and the body of information 
and skills of the student being assessed. 

• Read the entire question, carefully. Test is untimed. 
• “In all test items, it was necessary to read the question rather than make inferences.” 
• Practice skills. 

• Excerpt readings/political cartoons with attributes, definitions/inferences 
(entanglements), vocabulary building (“levying” or “imposing” taxes) 
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• application of terms,  
• explanations (why?), 
• other’s point of view,  
• time periods/eras and placement of events,  
• evolutionary change over time (civil rights),  
• unions, 
• the transcontinental railroad 

EOCEP Areas of Concern 
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EOCEP USHC Assessment Results 



Fewer students scoring at the 
failing level. 

State average score increasing. 
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 Leslie Skinner, PhD, NBCT     
Education Associate 
Office of Assessment  

803-734-8532 
lskinner@ed.sc.gov    

34 

For Additional Information 
Contact: 

 

mailto:lskinner@ed.sc.gov
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