
RtI for Classroom Teachers: 
Increasing the volume of high successIncreasing the volume of high success 

reading for struggling readers

Shared Reading to increase volume 
of reading
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Shared Reading is a structure that supports g pp
reading books that are a little harder than 
what children can read on their own

BUILD READING VOLUME BY READING 
WITH CHILDREN
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Building Volume through Shared 
dReading

• DVDDVD  
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Shared Reading: A Definition
( ld )(Don Holdaway)

• Shared Reading is an interactive readingShared Reading is an interactive reading 
experience intended to emulate story‐book 
reading or bedtime reading. 

• Children join in the reading of a big book or 
other enlarged text guided by a teacher 

• Reading is fluent and phrased
• Shared Readingmay include a mini‐lessonShared Reading may include a mini lesson 
about some feature of print or strategic action 
readers are learning to make 
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Building volume with Shared ReadingBuilding volume with Shared Reading

• Choose a book a bit above what children could do 
unassisted

• The teacher leads with her voice…
• The children follow along with their eyes on text
• Read fluently 
R d th t t ti• Reread the same text many, many times across  a 
period of weeks

• All this causes children to readmore and to readAll this causes children to read more and to read 
a harder text better  than they could otherwise 
accomplish unassisted
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Build volume with shared readingBuild volume with shared reading

• Shared reading clip: Jennifer with First GradeShared reading clip: Jennifer with First Grade
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Shared Reading (vs. Choral Reading)Shared Reading (vs. Choral Reading)

One copy of an enlarged  text that all 
students can see (vs. multiple copies of thestudents can see (vs. multiple copies of the 
same text)
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Ways to create enlarged texts for 
h d dShared Reading

• Big Booksg oo s
• Chart stories
• Stories, poems, etc. on overhead transparenciesStories, poems, etc. on overhead transparencies
• Small book projected using an Elmo
• A small book shared by teacher and 2‐4 studentsA small book shared by teacher and 2 4 students 
gathered around

• Class‐made big booksg
• Teacher‐made big books
• Internet pagesInternet pages
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How Guided Reading  can function as a way g y
to build the volume of reading

BUILD READING VOLUME BY 
PROVIDING QUALITY DIFFERENTIATEDPROVIDING QUALITY, DIFFERENTIATED 
INSTRUCTION
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Build Reading Volume by Providing quality, 
diff i d i i i id d didifferentiated instruction in guided reading

• VideosVideos
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Build Reading Volume by Providing quality, 
diff i d i i i id d didifferentiated instruction in guided reading
• Guided reading takes place in small groups of up to g p g p p
five students

• Children are grouped to work on similar processes 
and on similar levels of textand on similar levels of text

• Groups change flexibly as children learn and their 
processes change

• Texts are carefully chosen to provide a few 
opportunities for new learning

• Focus is primarily on constructing meaning whileFocus is primarily on constructing meaning while 
using problem‐solving strategies for things they don’t 
know

F t & Pi ll 1996 2 Al 2001‐Fountas & Pinnell, 1996, p. 2. Also 2001.
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What is “high success reading?”What is  high success reading?

“High success reading is accurate reading fluentHigh success reading is accurate reading, fluent 
reading, and reading with understanding. 
Unfortunately struggling readers typicallyUnfortunately, struggling readers typically 
engage in very little high success reading” 
(Allington 1983 2006; Hiebert 1983)(Allington, 1983, 2006; Hiebert, 1983). 
“However, when struggling readers do engage 
in lots of high‐success reading their readingin lots of high success reading, their reading 
improves, typically dramatically and often in 
very short periods of time ”very short periods of time.  
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Teachers make the difference for 
d l dstudents learning to read

“If your goal is to get students to read more andIf your goal is to get students to read more and 
to read better, no one is in a better position to 
do so than a teacher who not only knowsdo so than a teacher who not only knows 
individual students but also has the 
opportunity to adjust the instructional contextopportunity to adjust the instructional context 
accordingly” (Literacy Rich Schools for 
Adolescents Ivey and Fisher 2006 p 74 )Adolescents, Ivey and Fisher, 2006. p. 74.) 
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Exit SlipsExit Slips

• Self‐assessment and self‐reflectionSelf assessment and self reflection

• 5‐9 minutes of quiet reflection for rubric and 
exit slipexit slip 

• Go over homework for February:
– Mini‐study on reading volume in your classroom

– Journaling

– Reading 
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