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Preliminary Interagency Agreement

For Focused Agenda

This preliminary interagency agreement (IAA), completed in May 2007, concerns the following agencies’ support and commitment to implementing the Focused Agenda project if it is funded through the Integration of School and Mental Health Systems (CFDA #84.215M) grant program from the United States Department of Education.  

Should the project be funded, we agree to complete and submit a final Interagency Agreement within 12 months of the award date.  We also agree to the following

1.  The South Carolina Department of Education will serve as the lead agency that will direct, in compliance with section 5541(e) of the ESEA, the establishment of the grantee’s final interagency agreement among LEAs, juvenile justice authorities, mental health agencies, and other relevant entities in the State, in collaboration with local entities and parents and guardians of students;

2.  Each party will fully participate in developing the final IAA in accordance with all grant requirements and absolute priorities. 

3.  The final IAA will specify, with regard to each participating agency, authority, or entity— 

· Financial responsibility for the services that it will provide as part of the program; 

· Conditions and terms of responsibility for the services, including quality, accountability, and coordination of services; 

· Conditions and terms of reimbursement with and among the other agencies, authorities, or entities that are parties to the interagency agreement, including procedures for dispute resolution; and 

· Policies and procedures that would ensure appropriate parental or caregiver consent for any planned services, pursuant to State or local laws or other requirements. 

Required Signatories: 

	
	
	

	Authorized Representative, South Carolina Department of Education
	
	Authorized Representative, South Carolina Department of Juvenile Justice

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Authorized Representative, South Carolina Department of Mental Health
	
	Authorized Representative, Federation of Families for Children’s Mental Health

	
	
	

	
	
	

	We need some (at least one) school districts and local mental health and DJJ centers to sign as well.
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Clarendon School District III and First Steps hereby enter into an agreement to enable the applicant and First Steps, to maximize resources to support and jointly coordinate services for children and families participating in Clarendon School District III Parenting Even Start Program.

First Steps thereby agrees and is committed to the following responsibilities to support the Clarendon School District III Parenting Even Start program.

a. Provide staff development to project staff;

b. Continue to provide instruction to the district’s four-year-old kindergarten program;

c. Work with Clarendon School District III in implementing developmentally appropriate curriculum for parents and children involved in the Even Start program;

d. Work with Clarendon School District III to select developmentally appropriate literacy activities for parents and children involved in the Even Start program;

e. Attend Even Start collaborative meetings;

f. Jointly sponsor professional development activities for staff of both parties;

g. Share responsibility for program outcomes and assist with the action plan for continuous improvement; and

h. Review and comment on the annual Even Start local evaluation for program improvement.

Both parties understand that this coapplicant partnership agreement will focus on coordination of services to build support for the Clarendon School District III Even Start program.  Through this process of communication, potential barriers to collaboration can be discussed, analyzed, reduced, or eliminated.

Coapplicant signature ___________________________________ Date ____________
Applicant signature _____________________________________ Date ____________

