
 Criteria for IEP Teams to Consider in Determining the Need for Oral 
Administration of ELA (Reading and Research) and Use of Calculator 
as Accommodations on State Assessments 

 
Oral Administration of ELA (reading and research)  
 
Criteria that the IEP Team must consider when recommending oral/signed 
administration as an accommodation for state assessments: 

• The accommodation is necessary to provide access to the assessment due 
to the student’s disability (e.g., the student has a specific disability that 
severely limits or prevents the student from reading text at any level of 
difficulty even after varied and repeated attempts to teach the student to 
do so);  

• The student is a non-reader and not simply reading below grade level; and  
• The student uses oral administration through a reader or electronic format 

routinely for instruction and assessment or receives signed administration 
presented through a sign language interpreter for routine instruction and 
assessment.  

 
(Students who use sign language as their primary mode of communication 
may receive a signed administration instead of an oral administration if the 
IEP team determines and documents the need.)  

 
Oral/signed administration of ELA (Reading and Research) is a standard 
accommodation in grades 5-8. It is a non-standard accommodation in grades 3-
4.   
 
Calculator Use for Mathematics  
 
Criteria that the IEP Team must consider when recommending use of a calculator 
as an accommodation for state assessments: 
 

• The accommodation is necessary to provide access to the assessment due 
to the student’s disability (e.g., the student has a specific disability that 
severely limits or prevents the student from calculating mathematically 
even after varied and repeated attempts to teach the student to do so);  

• the student uses a calculator to access mathematical calculation routinely 
during instruction and assessment; and  

• the calculator is a simple four-function calculator distributed by the test 
administrator and cleared of any data from previous uses.  

 
Use of a calculator is a standard accommodation in grades 5-8. It is a non-
standard accommodation in grades 3-4.   
 
How does an IEP team determine if a student is a non-reader and 
requires an oral administration of the English language arts (ELA) test of 
the PASS?  



The IEP team should have evidence to support that a student comprehends 
grade-level content when it is presented orally, but cannot access the grade-
level content through reading due to difficulty with decoding. For example, an 
eighth-grade student’s reading ability may interfere with his or her access to 
the grade-level text, but he or she may be able to comprehend the text when 
it is read aloud. Oral administration allows the student to demonstrate what 
he or she knows and can do with regard to grade-level academic standards.  
Some considerations that the team may document in the IEP to support that 
the student is a non-reader may include:  

• past performance on the state assessments;  
• use of textbooks on tape/CD;  
• routine use of oral administration of classroom materials, 

assignments, and assessments; and  
• use of assistive technology (i.e., screen readers) that provides oral 

access to grade-level material, assistance through a human reader, 
or other assistive technology to access text.  

 
There must be evidence that:  

• the student has received instruction in reading and;  
• even with repeated and varied attempts he or she still cannot 

access the assessment without oral administration; and  
• the IEP team could review, as part of this decision, results of 

classroom assessments, grades, and performance with specific 
reading programs.  

 
This documentation is typically found in the IEP in the sections related to present 
levels of academic achievement and functional performance. They may also be 
found in the section for accommodations (standard and non-standard) to the 
general curriculum. This is consistent with previous expectations for documenting 
the need for oral administration in both instruction and assessment. 
 
See Frequently Asked Questions (FAQS): Testing Students with Disabilities 
for more information on determining appropriate testing accommodations 
for students with disabilities.  
 
http://ed.sc.gov/agency/programs-services/172/documents/FAQs_feb10update.pdf 
 

http://ed.sc.gov/agency/programs-services/172/documents/FAQs_feb10update.pdf

