
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO: District Superintendents 
 District Test Coordinators 
 Special Education Administrators 
 
FROM: Valerie Harrison, Deputy Superintendent for Standards 
 and Learning 
 Teri Siskind, Deputy Superintendent for Accountability 
 
DATE: January 9, 2009 
 
RE: Testing Accommodations Policies for Students with Disabilities 
 
 
The purpose of this memorandum is to advise you of revised policies 
regarding use of standard and non-standard accommodations (referred to as 
modifications in the past) for South Carolina statewide assessments. 
 
Standard accommodations provide access to the assessment for students 
with disabilities so that the student can demonstrate knowledge and skills 
without interference of the disability. However, the accommodation does not 
change the meaning of the results. A non-standard accommodation 
(modification) changes the meaning of the results and therefore produces an 
invalid score. 
 
Guidance from the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) clarifies that the State 
must develop guidelines for the appropriate use of accommodations for state 
assessments. The guidelines must: 

a) identify the accommodations for each assessment that do not 
invalidate the test score, and 

b) instruct individualized education program (IEP) teams to select for 
each assessment only those accommodations that do not invalidate 
the score. The guidance further states that if a student uses an 
accommodation that results in an invalid score, the student is 
considered to be a non-participant under Title I. 

The South Carolina Department of Education (SCDE) has conducted 
extensive research on the impact of the use of two accommodations, oral  
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administration of English language arts (ELA) and use of calculator for  
mathematics. Additionally, content experts have conducted a grade-by-grade 
analysis of the state ELA and mathematics academic standards to determine 
the effect of these accommodations on student performance relative to the 
state standards. Results of these studies were reviewed with the Office of 
Assessment’s Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), comprised of nationally 
recognized experts in assessment. Members of the TAC concurred with the 
results of these studies. 
 
Based on these findings, the following policies regarding accommodations for 
students with disabilities apply to the PASS. 

1. Oral administration in grades 3–8 writing, mathematics, science, and 
social studies tests is a standard accommodation for students with 
disabilities. 

2. Oral administration in grades 5–8 ELA (reading and research) test is 
a standard accommodation for students with disabilities. 

3. Use of a calculator on the mathematics test in grades 5–8 is a 
standard accommodation for students with disabilities. 

4. Oral administration in grades 3 and 4 ELA (reading and research) 
test, administered in May, is a non-standard accommodation for 
students with disabilities. 

5. Use of a calculator on the mathematics test in grades 3 and 4 is a 
non-standard accommodation for students with disabilities. 

6. Alternative scoring of extended-response in grades 3–8 is a non-
standard accommodation that is not currently available for PASS. 

The IEP team must consider and document all of the following in determining 
if a student should use the following accommodations for PASS. 

Oral Administration of ELA (reading and research) in Grades 5–8 

 The accommodation is necessary to provide access to the assessment 
due to the student’s disability (e.g., the student has a specific 
disability that severely limits or prevents the student from reading text 
at any level of difficulty even after varied and repeated attempts to 
teach the student to do so); 

 the student is a non-reader and not simply reading below grade level; 
and 

 the student uses oral administration through a reader or electronic 
format routinely for instruction and assessment or receives signed 
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 administration presented through a sign language interpreter for routine 
instruction and assessment. (Students who use sign language as their 
primary mode of communication may receive a signed 
 administration instead of an oral administration if the IEP team 
determines and documents the need.) 

Calculator Use for Mathematics in Grades 5–8 

 The accommodation is necessary to provide access to the assessment 
due to the student’s disability (e.g., the student has a specific 
disability that severely limits or prevents the student from calculating 
mathematically even after varied and repeated attempts to teach the 
student to do so); 

 the student uses a calculator to access mathematical calculation 
routinely during instruction and assessment; and 

 the calculator is a simple four-function calculator distributed by the 
test administrator and cleared of any data from previous uses. 

Attached to this memorandum is a chart summarizing the standard and non-
standard accommodations related to South Carolina statewide assessments. 
 
Please contact Suzanne Swaffield in the Office of Assessment at 
803-734-8274 or by e-mail sswaffie@ed.sc.gov with any questions regarding 
testing accommodations and Michelle Bishop at 803-734-8223 or by e-mail 
at mbishop@ed.sc.gov for questions regarding IEP guidance. 
 
 
Attachment 
 
cc: Michelle Bishop, Interim Director, Office of Exceptional Children 
 Suzanne Swaffield, Education Associate, Office of Assessment 

Elizabeth Jones, Director, Office of Assessment 
Nancy Busbee, Director, Federal and State Accountability 
Gary West, Director, Data Management and Analysis 
Jo Anne Anderson, Executive Director, Education Oversight Committee 
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Standard and Non-Standard Accommodations 
for South Carolina State Assessments 

Palmetto Assessment of State Standards (PASS) 

Standard Accommodations: 
These include all of the accommodations previously used on the Palmetto 
Achievement Challenge Tests (PACT), including oral/signed administration of the 
March writing test and May mathematics, science, and social studies in grades 3–8.  
In addition, the oral/signed administration of the May ELA test in grades 5–8 that 
was a classified as a modification in PACT is a standard accommodation for PASS. 
 
Non-Standard Accommodations (Modifications) 
Non-standard accommodations (modifications) result in invalid test scores. Students 
using non-standard accommodations are considered non-participants under Title I. 

 Writing in grades 3–8 (administered in March) 
o Use of grammar check, spell check, or word prediction software for 

extended-response 
o Alternative scoring of extended-response is not currently available 

 ELA (reading and research) in grades 3 and 4 (administered in May) 
o Oral/signed administration 

 Mathematics in grades 3 and 4 
o Use of calculator 

High School Assessment Program (HSAP) 

Standard Accommodations 
These include all of the accommodations used currently on the HSAP, including: 

 Oral/signed administration of ELA and mathematics 
 Alternative scoring of extended-response 

 
Non-Standard Accommodations (Modifications) 
Non-standard accommodations (modifications) result in invalid test scores. Students 
using non-standard accommodations are considered non-participants under Title I.  
Scores for students who used non-standard accommodations can be used for 
graduation purposes. 

 Spell check, grammar check, or word prediction software (extended-response 
options) 

End-of-Course Examination Program (EOCEP) 

Standard Accommodations: 
These include all of the accommodations used currently on the EOCEP, including: 

 Oral/signed administration of English 1, Algebra, Physical Science, Biology, 
and US History and the Constitution 

 


