CLARENDON ScHOOL DISTRICT TwO
i5 Myonr Drive:
Post Orkpice Box 1252
MannNInG, SouTn CaroLina 29102

TELEPITONE:
OFFICIE OF THE 803/435-4435
SUPERINTENDENT Fax:

803/435-8172

August 29, 2016

Ms. Darlene Prevatt, Team Leader

Office of Federal and State Accountability
1429 Senate Street, Room 501-A
Columbia, SC 29201

Dear Ms. Prevatt:

Enclosed please find the signed Online Testing Waiver Request for Clarendon School District
Two.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me,

Sincerely,

et Ll

John Tindal
Superintendent

JT/ddb

Accredited by the Sonthern Assocication of Cofleges & Schools



Online Testing Waiver Request

This form is for a request to waive administering online assessments during the 2016-17 school year pursuant
to the General Appropriations Act, 2016 S.C. Acts 284, Proviso 1.88 (Proviso 1.88) (SDE: Technology
Technical Assistance). [f the State Board of Education approves this waiver, the named assessment(s) may be
administered via paper and pencil in spring 2017.

Please state specific reason(s) why the named assessments cannot be administered online during the 2016-17 school year. Also please
specify how these concerns will be addressed to alleviate the inability to test online in the following school year (2017-18}.

Potential limitations may include, bt are not limited to, inadequate testing facitities or insufficient infrastructure resonrces needed to
conduct these assessments online. Provide any supporting documentation such as: District Technology Readiness Study Final Report,
Testing Technical Specifications, Network Connectivity, Hardware Availability, etc.

Please send the request to Darlene Prevatt, Team Leader, Office of Federal and State Accountability, 1429 Senate Street Room 501-A,
Columbia, SC 29201,

- Contact Information

Name/Title: JOHN TINDAL, SUPERINTENDENT
Number/Email: 803-435-4435 - jtindal@csd2.org
School/District Name: CLARENDON SCHOOL DISTRICT TWO

Address: POST OFFICE BOX 1252, MANNING, SC 29102

Please Name the Assessments for Which a Waiver is Requested

The assessment for which our district is requesting are SC READY AND SC PASS (Grade 3-8).

Reason for Waiver Request

Our district has insufficient infrastructure resources needed to conduct these assessments online. This

also was the findings in the document: District Technology Readiness Student Final Report.

Plan to Address the Reason for the Waiver Reguest

We will use the funds that have been approved by the Legislature to begin to address our

infrastructure needs. We also have recognized that technology needs be included in the District

Strategic Plan with annual updates as needed. The district technology plan will be revised and will

address neeglé identified by the District Technology Readiness Study Final Report.

Y =) 7> 5 8/24/20/6
Siggtture, Chair of Bolird of District:(harter School Date
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Signature of Superimtendent or Charter School Principal Date

RUTLEDGE BUILDING - 1428 SENATE STREET - COLUMBIA, SC 29201
PHONE: 803-734-8500 - FAx 803-734-3389 - ED.SC.GOV



Online Testing Waiver Request

This form is for a request to waive administering online assessments during the 2016-17 school year
pursuant to the General Appropriations Act, 2016 S.C. Acts 284, Proviso 1.88 (Proviso 1.88) (SDE:
Technology Technical Assistance). If the State Board of Education approves this waiver, the named
assessment(s) may be administered via paper and pencil in spring 2017.

Please state specific reason(s) why the named assessments cannot be administered online during the 2016—17 school year. Also please
specify how these concerns will be addressed to alleviate the inability to test online in the following school year (2017-18).

Potential limitations may include, but are not limited to, inadequate testing facilities or insufficient infrastructure resources needed to
conduct these assessments online. Provide any supporting documentation such as: District Technology Readiness Study Final Report,
Testing Technical Specifications, Network Connectivity, Hardware Availability, etc.

Please send the request to Darlene Prevatt, Team Leader, Office of Federal and State Accountability, 1429 Senate Street Room 501-A,
Columbia, SC 29201.

Contact Information

Name/Title: Dr. John M. Kirby, Jr

Number/Email: 843-752-7101 john@mail.dillon3.k12.sc.us

School/District Name:  Dillon District Three

ddress:

~ " Please Name the Assessments for Which a Waiver is Requested

Access, SCPASS, SCREADY, ACT, Work Keys

. . . Reason for Waiver Request ,
Student readiness in keyboarding prior to grade 3. Number of devices available. Lack of rooms
We have a Montessori elementary school and Montessori does not use traditional furniture.

to test in and furnitue to test on. '

~ Planto AdreSs_'t'he Reason for the Waiver R

Recommendations in the District’s Technology Study Final Report will be put in place as funds become available.

e
20 W . 8 /i [2ae
Signature, Hair of Wrict/c‘harter School Dale !
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SW of Superintendent or C}ther School Principal 7/ Date ”

RUTLEDGE BUILDING - 1429 SENATE STREET - CoLumBiA, SC 29201
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Online Testing Waiver Request

This form is for a request to waive administering online assessments during the 2016—17 school year pursuant
to the General Appropriations Act, 2016 S.C. Acts 284, Proviso 1.88 (Proviso 1.88) (SDE: Technology
Technical Assistance). If the State Board of Education approves this waiver, the named assessment(s) may be
administered via paper and pencil in spring 2017.

Please state specific reason(s) why the named assessments cannot be administered online during the 2016—17 school year. Also please
specify how these concerns will be addressed to alleviate the inability to test online in the following school year (2017-18).

Potential limitations may include, but are not limited to, inadequate testing facilities or insufficient infrastructure resources needed to
conduct these assessments online. Provide any supporting documentation such as: District Technology Readiness Study Final Report,
Testing Technical Specifications, Network Connectivity, Hardware Availability, etc.

Please send the request to Darlene Prevatt, Team Leader, Office of Federal and State Accountability, 1429 Senate Street Room 501-A,
Columbia, SC 29201.

Contact Information

Name/Title: Dr. Wanda Andrews, Superintendent

Number/Email: (803) 484-5327: andrewsw@lee.k12.sc.us

School/District Name:  Lee County School District

Address: 310 Roland Street, Bishopville, S. C. 29010

Please Name the Assessments for Which a Waiver is Requested

2016 SC READY, 2016 SC PASS,

Reason for Waiver Request

We have inadequate testing facilities, insufficient infrastructure, and not enough computers to test in a 14-day window based

upon technology readiness analysis.

Plan to Address the Reason for the Waiver Request

Our district is continuing to upgrade infrastructure. A thorough report of the technology readiness analysis indicates we are,

improving, however our technology readiness is recorded as 1.8.
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Online Testing Waiver Request

This form is for a request to waive administering online assessments during the 201617 school year pursuant
to the General Appropriations Act, 2016 S.C. Acts 284, Proviso 1.88 (Proviso 1.88) (SDE: Technology
Technical Assistance). If the State Board of Education approves this waiver, the named assessment(s) may be
administered via paper and pencil in spring 2017,

Please state Specy“ ¢ reason(s}) why the named assessments cannot be administered online during the 2016-17 school year. Also please
specify how these concerns will be addressed to alleviate the inability to test online in the following school year (2017-18).

Potential limitations may include, but are not limited to, inadequate testing facilities or insufficient infrastructure resources needed to
conduct these assessments online. Provide any supporting documentation such as: District Technology Readiness Study Final Report,
Testing Technical Specifications, Network Connectivity, Hardware Availability, etc.

Please send the request to Darlene Prevatt, Team Leader, Office of Federal and State Accountability, 1429 Senate Street Room 501-A,
Columbia, SC 29201.

. Contact Information

Name/Title: Dr. Rechel Anderson, Director of Curriculum and Instruction

Number/Email: 843-423-1811 ext. 1030, randerson@marion.k12.sc.us

School/District Name: Marion County School District
Address: 719 North
Main Street Marion, S.C. 29571

Please Name the Assessments for Which a Waiver is Requested’

SC Ready (ELA, Writing, Math), SC PASS (Science, Social Studies), ACT, Work Keys

. Reason for Waiver Request

Marion County School District requests the online testing waiver for the aforementioned assessments because our

Schools have insufficient computer availability and infrastructure resources needed to conduct these assessments online.

Plan to Address the Reason for the Waiver Request

Presently our district is upgrading computers in existing labs and attempting to add an additional lab at McCormick Elementary

School. Attached, you will find our district’s Inventory of Readiness Needs and a Summary of the findings for Marion County

School District. Further, we are meeting with our building level leaders to ensure that school level funds are continuously

Ative s and school needs, as indicated in our Title I, Strateglc and Reading Plans.

bein?used to support district-y’ide it

)

Signayle, Fhair of Bogrd of Dz’stricn/C'}fa : bol / Daie/
Signature of Superintendent or Charter School Principal Date

RUTLEDGE BUILDING ' 1429 SENATE STREET - COLUMBIA, SC 29201
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District’s Inventory of Readiness Needs

Testing Inventory Sheet

Category Specific Need Vendor - |- Quantity. | Estimated Potential | Date -
. - _ | Cost . | Funding Source | Needed
Facilities Space/Testing Rooms | TBD 5 S1.1 M TBD ASAP
Alr Conditioning Unit | TBD 3 $18,000 TBD ASAP
Roof/Ceiling Repair
Desks TBD 390 $92,642 TBD ASAP
Chairs TBD 390 $28,198 TBD ASAP
Other
Category ‘SpecificNeed . . | Vendor | Quantity | Estimated | - .Potential | Date -
' g o . . ‘Cost | Funding Source | Needed
Infrastructure | Bandwidth TBD i $9600/ yr TBD 12/16
Router/Firewall TBD 1 $45,000 TBD 12/16
Switches TBD 180 $51.25M ERATE?, TBD 7/19
| Access Points TBD 60 $45,000 Haley $, GenFund | 7/16
Cabling TRD 8 labs $50,000 TBD 7/16
Instatlation/Testing
Disaster Recovery Unitrends 1 $36,750 TBD, Gen fund? 7717
(Replacement
‘| appliance +yearly 1 $9,500 / yr
support)
Other (UPS} TBD 30 $35,000 TAD 7/16
{Server/Storage Dell 4 hosts; 1 $44,000 TBD 717
upgrades 10 GB) array $21,000 ‘TBD 717
{10 GB Switch) TBD 1 $15,000 TBD 7/17

Online Testing Technolngy Readiness Analysis Report- Marion County School District

Page 31




Category | ~SpecificNeed | Vendor .| Quantity | Estimated [- ~ Potential -- | . Date’
' o L - ' ‘Cost | 'Funding Source | Needed
Hardware Laptops/ Desktops Dell Desktops | 528 $475,000 Nikki Haley $ 6/16
Testing {Existing lab upgrades,
Computers new labs, additional Dell Desktops | 120 5105,000 TBD 3/17
carts) Dell Laptops | 550 $575,000 TBD 3/17
Memory
Operating System
Upgrade
Monitors
Computer Carts Dell 18 530,000 TBD 3/17
Extra Batteries Dell 275 $30,000 T8D 3/17
Installation/Testing
Qther (Antivirus Sophos 1 $30,000 TBD 8/17
Renewal)
{ciPa Compliance) LightSpeed/ |1 $100,000 TBD 7/17
TéD '
Category | SpecificNeed - | Vendor | Quantity | Estimated | - Potential = | Date
| 0 e Tl s o T cest | Funding Source |- Needed
.| Teacher Type of tralning TBD 5 Sessions of | Freaiftech | TBD ASAP
Readiness needed by grade and tech'n‘ology coaches are
by topic P roﬂcue.ncy funded
professional
development
Teacher's Knowledge | Districtand | 2 sessions N/A N/A ASAP
of Online Testing School per school
Requirements Testing
including security Coordinators
Other District - 10 {1 per 5625,000/ { TBD ASAP
Tech school) yr
Coaches

Online Tasting Technology Readiness Analysis Rapart- Marian County Scheol District
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Category SpecificNeed | Vendor | Quantity | Estimated | < .. Potential .. og_t;é-,-;.—,
o . e s | Cost | FiindingSource | Needed
Student Computer Literacy TBD 8 £8,000 TBD 7/16
Readiness Curriculum Elementary
and Middle
school
programs
Computers needed See
for training Hardware
Requests
Practice Testsforat | TE21 All 3-8 $120,000 TBD 7/16
risk students (i.e. lack | Mastery students
of computer Connect 2,168
experience, English )
as a second
language..)
Other- Noise T8D All 3-8 $43360 TBD 7/16
Canceling students
Headphones 2,168
Categ'ory: -1 Specific Need |  Vendor . ,Qu{mtit'v_' '.'Es';imatéd ,_P.df:ential'. ~ |- Date-
o o o <. | -.Cost’ [“Funding Sourcé | Needed.
Eunding Assistance/T raining Resource TBD 85,000 / TBD 7/16
Mechanisms for Writing Grants Assoclates ' grant
Pee Dee
Education TBD TBD 7/16
Consortium 53,000/
year
Assistance/Training
to manage e-Rate
Other
~ Category . | . SpecificNeed | ‘Véndor . | Quantity-| Estimated’| .. Poteéntial - | . Date-. -
i _ - -} | - cost. | Funding Source | Needed
Strategic Consulting Assistance
Planning to educate staff in
the strategic planning
areas
Formal Training of TBD TBD $12,500 TBD 7/16
Staff [year
Other

Ontine Testing Technology Readiness Analysis Report- Marion County School District

Page 33




“Category |- Specific Need - | Vendor | Quantity “Estimated | - Potentlal | - Date
o T | cost | Funding Source | Needed
Technical Consulting Assistance
Support to help In specific
areas
Additional resources
Qther District - 2 $92,000 8D 7/16
Techs [year

Onilne Testing Technology Readiness Analysis Report-Marion County School District
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Strategic Roadmap

This section will provide an overview of the specific action items the district should focus on to
improve the readiness of each area discussed in this report. The Roadmap is broken down into
measurable tasks and defiverables to

1-Month Plan

¢  Order replacement computers for existihg testing labs

» Secure quotes for cabling, furniture for additional computer labs
s Develop PD for identified schoc! based technical contacts

¢ Procure network modules needed for WAN bandwidth upgrades

3-Month Plan

+ Install, image, configure, setup replace computers in new and existing labs

+ Secure quotes computers and furniture for mobile testing labs

+ Secure quotes and place orders for Internet bandwidth upgrade project

s Secure quotes and place orders for wiring closet UPS replacements,

s Hire Tech Coaches and develop PD plans for training teaching staff and onsite tech
contacts

¢ Develop an early childhood computer literacy plan

* Secure quotes and place orders for Wireless upgrades at not ERATE eligible locations
to ensure adequate WI-Fi coverage throughout all facilities within the district

¢ Procure and install replacement appropriate sized computer desks in testing labs

6-Month Plan

+ |nstall, image, configure, setup and test mobile testing labs

¢ Tech Coaches begin implementation of district PD plans

s Procure and administer practice tests for at-risk students

¢ Begin implementation of the early childhood computer literacy plan at each of the
PK-2 schools

s Hire additional techs and provide formal training to all technical staff

Online Testing Technology Readiness Analysis Repart- Marlon County School District
Page 35



12-Month Plan

» District IT staff performs final checks of testing labs and carts to ensure readiness
s Refresher training sessions with onslte tech contacts

s Secure quotes and procure equipment necessary for server upgrades

e Secure quotes and hardware and/or software for AV and CIPA compliance

s Secure quote and procure hardware for offsite disaster recovery

18-Month Plan

«  Start planning for switching upgrades to increase bandwidth through all schools
e Meet with all stakeholders to discuss the successes and failures of the Spring
testing window and make recommendation on how to improve the process

Online Testing Technology Readiness Analysis Report- Marion County School District
Page 36



Summary of Findings for Marion County School District
Overall Readiness Score 24

Impact of Facilities
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Infrastructure

[ Readiness Score | 2.5 |

Area of Focus Observations
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Hardware

[ Readiness Score | 1.5 |

Area of Focus Observations Recommendations

Online Testing Technology Readiness Analysls Repart- Marion County School District Page 21
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Teacher Readiness

_ Readiness Score _ N.mL

Area of Focus Observations
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Student Readiness

_ Readiness Score _ 2,5 _

Area of Focus

Online Testing Technology Readiness Analysis Report- Marion County School District Fage25



Funding Mechanisms

_ Readiness Score _ w.o\_

Ohservations Recommendations

Area of Focus
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Strategic Planning
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Readiness of Technical Staff to Support Online Testing
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Online Testing Waiver Request

This form is for a request o waive admiristering online assessments during the 2016-17 school year
pursuant to the General Appropriations Act, 2016 S.C. Acts 284, Proviso 1.88 (Proviso 1.88) (SDE.
Technology Technical Assistance). [f the Statc Board of Education approves this waiver, the named
assessment(s) may be administered via paper and pencil in spring 2017,

Please state specific reason(s) why the named assessments cannot be administered online during the 2016-17 school year. Also please
specify how these concerns will be addressed to alleviate the inability to test online in the following school year (2017-18).

Potential limitations may include, but are not limited to, inadequate testing facilities or insufficient infrastructure resources needed to
conduct these assessments online, Provide any supporting documeniation such as: District Technology Readiness Study Final Report,
Testing Technical Specifications, Network Connectivity, Hardware Availability, etc.

Please send the request 1o Darlene Prevatt, Team Leader, Office of Federal and State Accountability, 1429 Senate Street Room 501-A,
Columbia, SC 29201,

Contact Information

Name/Title; _Tami Burton/ Accountability & Assessment Coordinator

Number/Email: 864-852-0637/burtont@mccormick.kl2.sc.us

School/District Name:  McCormick School District

Address: 821 North Mine Strect McCormick, SC 29835
Please Name the Assessments for Which a Waiver is Requested

SCREADY; SCPASS; ACT, ACT WorkKeys; EOCEP; ACCESS for ELL

Reason for Waiver Request

Although the McCormick School District is working diligently to prepare our stafl and students for online assessments for 2016/2017 school year,

we are experiencing some technological sctbacks. Towards the beginning of 2016, the CI Group performed an evaluation of the district’s

readiness status, and concluded that a score of 2.0 was required to possibly be ready for online assessments for the 2016/2017 school year.

McCormick School District’s tolal score was 1.9, The factors that are rated in the evaluation are: Facility Score (3.0), Infrastructure Score (2.5),

Hardware Score (2.5), Teacher Readiness Score (1.5), Student Readiness Score (2.0), Funding Mechanism Score (1.5), Strategic Planning Score
1.0}, and Technology S 1.5

Plan to Address the Reason for the Waiver Request
Beginning with Strategic planning, the district is using the data received from the Readiness Evaluation to restructure the improvement plan to
include strategies to address the variables that greatly influence readiness for online testing. The district plans to address the following areas of
online testing readiness:

Strategic Planning: The District’s Strategic plan will be modified to include professional development for leadership. The district's strategic
planning will also include short/long-term plans to resolve low scoring areas in teacher readiness, funding mechanism, technology support, and
student readiness.

Teacher Readiness: The district will provide professional development for teachers and technology coordinators

Fundmg Mechanism: The district will share e-rate vendors to assist with the process at a discounted rate and write grants to alleviate some the
cosL.

Technology Support: The district will continue to provide training to technology direclors/coordinators. The district will also expand its
involvement with consortiums and combine resources with other districts.

Student Readiness: The district is incorporating computer literacy courses for grades K throughl2. The district adopted online instructional
resources to enhance students’ computer competency, such as Compass Learning and Odyssey. Also, teachers will be provided professional
development to enhance their computer/online competencies and instructional practices.

Sl
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The Academy

for Teaching and Learning
Robyn Caldwell- Director 109 Hinton Street Mary Ann Dawkins-~ Director
Chester, 8.C. 29706
(803)385-6334
(803)385-6335 fax

September 27, 2016

Darlene Prevatt

Office of Federal and State Accountability
South Carolina Department of Education
1429 Senate Street 501-A

Columbia, SC 29201

Ms. Prevatt,

This letter is intended to provide you with more information about the technology available at
our charter school. Our school has very limited technology. We currently work with the IT
department of the Chester County School District to provide us internet connectivity, web and e-
mail filtering measures, and internet firewall protection. The Chester School District’s IT
employees respond to work orders requested by our charter school only on a second priority to
the needs of the District itself. We have no on-site IT support staff. We are currently working
an agreement to pay for the District’s technology class to install additional wireless access points
throughout the building due to the fact that we are not always able to make a connection. Each
of our teachers have one (1) laptop for their instructional use as well as a smart board.
Classrooms do not have additional computers available for student use. We have one (1)
computer lab with twenty-two (22) desktop computers. The Academy for Teaching and
Learning has 234 students in grades three through eight enrolled for this current school year.
Testing each of these students online would be extremely challenging with our current amount of
computer hardware . Therefore, we are requesting that the State Department of Education grant
us a waiver for online testing.

Singerely,

Robyn'B. Cdldwell




Online Testing Waiver Request

This form is for a request to waive administering online assessments during the 2016-17 school year
pursuant to the General Appropriations Act, 2016 S.C. Acts 284, Proviso 1.88 (Proviso 1.88) (SDE:
Technology Technical Assistance). If the State Board of Education approves this waiver, the named
assessment(s) may be administered via paper and pencil in spring 2017.

Please state specific reason(s) why the named assessments cannot be administered online during the 2016-17 school year. Also please
specify how these concerns will be addressed to alleviate the inability to test online in the following school year (2017-18).

Potential limitations may include, but are not limited to, inadequate testing facilities or insufficient infrastructure resources needed to
conduct these assessments online. Provide any supporting documentation such as: District Technology Readiness Study Final Repori,
Testing Technical Specifications, Nerwork Connectivity, Hardware Availability, etc.

Please send the request to Darlene Prevatt, Team Leader, Office of Federal and State Accountability, 1429 Senate Street Room 501-A,
Columbia, SC 29201.

Contact Information

Name/Title: Rabyn B, Caldwell/ Director

Number/Email; 803-385-6334/ RBrakefield@chester.k12.sc.us

School/District Name: The Academy for Teaching and Learning (Public Charter School in the Chester County School District)

Address; 109 Hinton Street Chester, SC 29706
Please Name the Assessments for Which a Waiver is Requested

SC Pass Testing for Science and Social Studies

SC Ready ( Language Arts, Reading and Math State Test)

Reason for Waiver Request
Our charter school has only | computer lab and does not have classroom sets of computers or tablets. Testing all of our students in
_grades 3-8 would be difficult in the allotted time frame with the lack of computers.

Plan to Address the Reason for the Waiver Request

Our school is seeking technology grants and supplemental funding to purchase more computers. Our goal is to have classroom sets

of laptops for our students.

8§ -2%-20/L

Signature, Chair of Board of District/Charter School Date
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Online Testing Waiver Request

This form is for a request to waive administering online assessments during the 201617 school year pursuant
to the General Appropriations Act, 2016 S.C. Acts 284, Proviso 1.88 (Proviso 1.88) (SDE: Technology
Technical Assistance). If the State Board of Education approves this waiver, the named assessment(s) may be
administered via paper and pencil in spring 2017.

Please state specific reason(s) why the named assessments cannot be administered online during the 2016-17 school year. Also please
specify how these concerns will be addressed to alleviate the inability to test online in the following school year (2017-18).

Potential limitations may include, but are not limited to, inadequate testing facilities or insufficient infrastructure resources needed to
conduct these assessments online. Provide any supporting documentation such as: District Technology Readiness Study Final Report,
Testing Technical Specifications, Network Connectivity, Hardware Availability, etc.

Please send the request to Darlene Prevatt, Team Leader, Office of Federal and State Accountability, 1429 Senate Street Room 501-A,
Columbia, SC 29201.

Contact Information

Name/Title: Craig M. Hart / District Testing Coordinator
Number/Email: 803-541-3977/chart@barnwell45.k12.sc.us

Barnwell Primary School, Barnwell Elementary School, Guinyard-Butler Middle School, Barnwell High
School/District Name:  School/ Barnwell School District 45

Address: 770 Hagood Avenue, Barnwell, South Carolina 29812

Please Name the Assessments for Which a Waiver is Requested

SC READY, SCPASS, WorkKeys, The ACT, ACCESS for ELLs 2.0

Reason for Waiver Request

The current network infrastructure is not sufficient to conduct simultaneous online tests across all schools.

Current testing facilities pose a concern in regards to one-to-one compatibility for each potential student tested.

Through the implementation of a five-year plan, the technology department continues to improve and secure equipment/internet
capability through E-Rate and the K-12 Initiative.

The plan is active and efforts continue as it relates to rebuilding the technological infrastructure in our respective school district.

)
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Signature, Chair of Board istrict/Charter School Date
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Plan to Address the Reason for the Waiver Request
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BERKELEY COUNTY Berkeley County School District
229 E. Main Street, P.O. Box 608 ~ Moncks Corner, South Carolina 29461 ~ 843-899-8600

September 13, 2016

Ms. Darlene Prevatt

Office of Federal and State Accountability
South Carolina Department of Education
1006 Rutledge Building ’

1429 Senate Street

Columbia, SC 29201

Dear Ms. Prevatt:

Enclosed you will find Berkeley County School District’s completed Online Testing Waiver Request, as well as
Summary Findings for Berkeley County School District. The Summary Findings for Berkeley County School District
document provides specific observations noted by external consultants who evaluated the district’s readiness
for online testing. If additional information is needed to justify our request, please do not hesitate to let me
know.

It is our understanding that you will present our waiver possibly at the October meeting but no later than the
November meeting of the State Board of Education (SBE). Your responsiveness to questions we have posed to
date regarding this matter has been appreciated, and we look forward to receiving notification of the SBE’s
decision.

Sincerely,

Secbisiled O Biiand/

Sandra C. Brossard
Director of Assessment, Accountability, and School Improvement

Ce; Brenda Blackburn, Superintendent
Dr. Kevin O’Gorman, Chief Academic Officer

Enclosures: Summary Findings for Berkeley County School District
Overview of Readiness Rating Scale



Online Testing Waiver Request

This form is for a request to waive administering online assessments during the 201617 school year pursuant
to the General Appropriations Act, 2016 S.C. Acts 284, Proviso 1.88 (Proviso 1.88) (SDE: Technology
Technical Assistance). If the State Board of Education approves this waiver, the named assessment(s) may be
administered via paper and pencil in spring 2017.

Please state specific reason(s) why the named assessments cannot be administered online during the 2016—17 school year. Also please
specify how these concerns will be addressed to alleviate the inability to test online in the following school year (2017-18).

Potential limitations may include, but are not limited to, inadequate testing facilities or insufficient infrastructure resources needed to
conduct these assessments online. Provide any supporting documentation such as: District Technology Readiness Study Final Report,

Testing Technical Specifications, Network Connectivity, Hardware Availability, eic.

Please send the request to Darlene Prevatt, Team Leader, Office of Federal and State Accountability, 1429 Senate Street Room 501-A,
Columbia, SC 29201.

Contact Information

Name/Title: Sandra Brossard / Director of Assessment, Accountability, and School Improvement

Number/Email: 843-899-8666 / brossards@besdschools.net

School/District Name:  Berkeley County School District

Address: 220 E. Main Street, PO Box 608, Moncks Corner, SC, 29461

Please Name the Assessments for Which a Waiver is Requested

SC READY ELA and MATHEMATICS, Grades 3-8; SC PASS SCIENCE and SOCIAL STUDIES, Grades 3-8;

ACT WorkKeys; ACT; PreACT

Reason for Waiver Reqguest

An Online Testing Technology Readiness Analysis Report for Berkeley County School District was completed by third-party

evaluators during the 2015-2016 school. Using a rubric with a scale of 1-5 (and applicable descriptions for ratings), consultants

concluded the readiness score for Impact of Facilities (with regard to online testing) was 2.8. The overall readiness score was 2.9,

The district fell short of the rating of 3, which indicates readiness to meet 2017 online testing requirements.

Although the district has begun to address noted deficiencies, additional time and funding are needed.

Plan to Address the Reason for the Waiver Request

The district is in the process of purchasing additional electronic devices to support online testing, as well as addressing challenges

related to infrastructure support to accommodate connectivity. The district anticipates readiness for online testing for the

2017-2018 school year.

A A il )
77\444(/01/-3

, 2/13]1C
S.r'gnarwé.,/c."hair of Board of District/Charter School " Date

b bl — 9316

Signature of Superintendent or Charter S‘ch oo.f Principal Date

RUTLEDGE BUILDING - 1429 SENATE STREET - COLUMBIA, SC 29201
PHONE: 803-734-8500 - FAX 803-734-3389 - ED.SC.GOV



Summary of Findings for Berkeley County School District

Overall Readiness Score ; 2.9

Impact of Facilities

_ Readiness Score | 2.8 i

Observations

Area of Focus

Availability of Testing 52.9% of the schools in the district do not have enough

Labs testing seats (computers in labs and computer in carts) to

successfully complete online testing within the state’s
online testing window (14 school days in 2016).

e 50% of schools do not have space available for additional
labs.

 See graph in appendix for Testing Days for each School.

Age of Buildings and e Schools range from 1 to 62 years old.
Impact on Cabling and ° Over % of schools are over than 25 years old.
Wireless Connectivity ® Older schools could present significant challenges if

additional cahling is required.
e All schools have 1 wireless access point for each
classroom,

Environmental e Data centers at approximately 62% of schools have
Concerns (i.e. mold, air problems with adequate air conditioning and ventilation,
conditioning and Inadequate air conditioning in data centers can cause

ventilation concerns, equipment failure that could disrupt online testing.
excessive noise)

Gniine Testing Technology Readiness Analysis Report- Berkeley County Schoel District

Recommendations

e Additional labs could be physical labs or computer carts.
e For schools with no space available for additional labs

“Learning Cottages” should be considered.

® CATE students should not be displaced by the online testing

of other students. CATE labs should not be used for testing,

e No recommendations are needed in this area.

* Adequate ventilation in all d@ta centers is essential to
ensure online testing can be conducted without
interruptions. HVAC requirements should be determined for
all data closets and additional air condition be procured as
needed.

Page 17



Overview of Readiness Rating Scale

To evaluate the readiness of a district in multiple areas the team created a rating scale to objectively measure
how effectively (or ineffectively) a particular area rates compared to other districts. After each area has
been given a score the analysis team compiles the statistics and averages them to derive a final readiness
score for the district. To simplify the process the consultants used a scale of 1-5 that increases in increments
of half a point. The following scale will be used to track future readiness decisions:

' Rating Description !
_&_1 The district is unable to_pr_éve theywcan successfui'!y compléi&niine testing in 2017.
B 2 | The district could leasibly conduct teSting in 2017 but there are multip!é areas that need to be
improved to make this happen and if they are not completed testing will more than likely be
| unsuccessful,
B 3_ The district will be able to meet the 2017 Online Testing requirements. The districl will not be able
to handle additional subjects or grade levels without significant improvement in multiple areas.
i 4'_ The district will be able to meet the 2017 OniirTé_festing reqhirements and they can mecta few
extra subjects or grades but not all future needs.
5 The district is prepared for 2017 and beyond. They do not have any measurable risks associated |
L with Online Testing for 2017 or beyond. They can handle online testing for all grades and subjects.
S SRS o S

Cnline Testing Technology Readiness Analysis Report- Berkeley County Schoot District Page 16




Online Testing Waiver Request

This form is for a request to waive administering online assessments during the 2016-17 school year pursuant
to the General Appropriations Act, 2016 S.C. Acts 284, Proviso 1.88 (Proviso 1.88) (SDE: Technology
Technical Assistance). If the State Board of Education approves this waiver, the named assessment(s) may be
administered via paper and pencil in spring 2017.

Please state specific reason(s) why the named assessments cannot be administered online during the 2016—17 school year. Also please
specify how these concerns will be addressed to alleviate the inability to test online in the following school year (2017-18).

Potential limitations may include, but are not limited fo, inadequate testing facilities or insufficient infr-astructure resources needed to
conduct these assessments online. Provide any supporting documentation such as: District Technology Readiness Study Final Report,
Testing Technical Specifications, Network Connectivity, Hardware Availability, etc.

Please send the request to Darlene Prevatt, Team Leader, Office of Federal and State Accountability, 1429 Senate Street Room 501-A,
Columbia, SC 29201.

Contact Information

Name/Title: D. Ray Rogers, Superintendent

Number/Email: 843-774-1200  rogersr@dillon.k12.sc.us

School/District Name: Dillon School District Four

Address:
Please Name the Assessments for Which a Waiver is Requested

ACCESS SCPASS SCREADY

Reason for Waiver Request

Additional labs and laptop carts are needed. Proper HVAC must be installed in data closets. Relocating infrastructure.
Appropriate size tables are needed for elementary students. Additional 1 GB of bandwidth needed. Backup power supply needs
to be in place. All PCs that are 3 years or older need to be replaced. Additional professional development for teachers. Student
readiness in the areas of keyboarding prior to grade 3 is needed.

Plan to Address the Reason for the Waiver Request
Recommendations in the District’s Technology Readiness Study Final Report will be put in place during the 2016-2017 school year
as funds become available.

—
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Online Testing Waiver Request

This form is for a request to waive administering online assessments during the 2016-17 school year
pursuant to the General Appropriations Act, 2016 S.C. Acts 284, Proviso 1.88 (Provise |.88) (SDE:
Technology Technical Assistance). If the State Board of Education approves this waiver, the named
assessment(s) may be administered via paper and pencil in spring 2017,

Please state specific reason(s) why the named assessments cannot be administered online during the 201617 school year. Also please
specifichow these concerns will be addressed to alleviate the inability 1o test ontine in the following school year (2017-18),

Potential lhmitations mav include, but are not limited to, inadequate testing facilities ar insufficient infrastructure resources needed to
conduct these assessments online. Provide anv supporting documentation such as: District Technology Readiness Study inal Report,
Testing Technical Specifications, Network Connectivity, Hardware Avaitability, etc.

IPlease send the request 10 Darlene Prevait, Tearn Leader. Office of Federal and State Accountability. 1429 Senate Strect Room 501-A,
Columbia. SC 29201,

Contact Information'
Name/Title: Kasey Miles Feagin, Senior Director of Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment
Number/Email: 843-374-8652  kieagin@fsd3.org - - N

School/District Name:  Florence School District Three

Addrm 125 S. Blanding Street  Lake City, SC 29560

e ]

- _ il ‘Reason for Waiver Request! @ il
Our district lacks zhc dwlccs and infrastructure required Lo complete online testing. Our overall score on the District 'I uhnolog,y
Readiness Assessment Study Final Report was 2.7, Qur infrastructure was a 2.1 and our hardware was 2.2, Based on this we
would not be able to test in the required testing window using online testing.

We are IookmL at possible ways to fund upgrades in technology and working with our regional team to address our nuds We are
hopeful the state will help fund some of these arcas in order to address these needs that are great across our district.

@-/rw-—}’l Ed.D- Ma;T/f 2016
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Online Testing Waiver Request

: .z This form is for a request to waive administering online assessments during the 201617 school year pursuant
819 to the General Appropriations Act, 2016 S.C. Acts 284, Proviso 1.88 (Proviso 1.88) (SDE: Technology

;" Technical Assistance). If the State Board of Education approves this waiver, the named assessment(s) may be
administered via paper and pencil in spring 2017.

T OF
Please state specific reason(s) why the named assessments cannot be administered online during the 2016-17 school year. Also please
specify how these concerns will be addressed to alleviate the inability to test online in the following school year (2017—-18).

Potential limitations may include, but are not limited to, inadequate testing facilities or insufficient infrastructure resources needed to
conduct these assessments online. Provide any supporting documentation such as: District Technology Readiness Study Final Report,
Testing Technical Specifications, Network Connectivity, Hardware Availability, etc.

Please send the request to Darlene Prevatt, Team Leader, Office of Federal and State Accountability, 1429 Senate Street Room 501-A,
Columbia, SC 29201.

Contact Information

Name/Title: Tanya C. Wilson, Director of Assessment and Accountability

Number/Email: 864-938-1882, tanyawilson@lcsd56.org

School/District Name: Laurens County School District 56 — Clinton High School

Address:
Please Name the Assessments for Which a Waiver is Requested
The ACT

Reason for Waiver Request

Our district does not feel comfortable administering this assessment online because ACT does not currently have a lockdown

browser. Laurens 56 is not willing to risk a security breach which turns into a monetary mistake because The ACT will not

provide a lockdown browser. Being a small rural district, we do not have the staff or manpower to build our own lockdown

browser.

Plan to Address the Reason for the Waiver Request

Our district feels that ACT as a company should address this problem to make the lockdown browser secure so that we can

use the online testing platform. The district will advocate for the State Department of Education to broker this

browser for all districts.

Oprriond Lot Yz6 /i,

g Chair of Board of District‘Chaerter-Sehool Date *

Signature of Superintendent or Charter School Principal Date
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Online Testing Waiver Request

This form is for a request to waive administering online assessments during the 2016-17 school year pursuant
to the General Appropriations Act, 2016 S.C. Acts 284, Proviso 1.88 (Proviso 1.88) (SDE: Technology
Technical Assistance), If the State Board of Education approves this waiver, the named assessment(s) may be
administered via paper and pencil in spring 2017.

Please state specific reason(s) why the named assessments cannot be administered online during the 2016-17 school year. Also please
specify how these concerns will be addressed to alleviate the inability to test online in the following school year (2017-18).

Potential limitations may include, but are not limited to, inadequate testing facilities or insufficient infrastructure resources needed to
conduct these assessments online. Provide any supporting documentation such as: District Technology Readiness Study Final Report,
Testing Technical Specifications, Network Connectivity, Hardware Availability, etc.

Please send the request to Darlene Prevatt, Team Leader, Office of Federal and State Accountability, 1429 Senate Street Room 501-A,
Columbia, SC 29201.

Contact Information

Name/Title: Nancy W. Busbee, Assessment Coordinator

Number/Email: nbusbee(@lexingtond.net

School/District Name:  Lexington School District Four

Address: 607 East Fifth Street, Swansea, SC 29160

Please Name the Assessments for Which a Waiver is Requested

Lexington School District Four is requesting a waiver of testing ACT and WorkKeys online in the spring of 2017.

Reason for Waiver Request

Neither assessment’s platform is compatible with Chromebooks, which the district is utilizing in each of the district’s schools.

ACT Inc, has indicated that it has no plans to alter these assessments to become compatible with Chromebooks, therefore, it will

be necessary for the district to invest in other devices for students to appropriately take the ACT and WorkKeys assessments.

Plan to Address the Reason for the Waiver Request

Lexington School District Four is developing a plan to place computer labs at Swansea High School using computers that are

compatible with the ACT and WorkKeys platform. Installation may be accomplished prior to the spring of 2017 online testing

window for high schools, but the district is requesting a waiver if this installation cannot be accomplished.
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