
MINUTES 
State Board of Education Meeting 

 
Date 

Tuesday, October 11, 2016 
 

Time 
1:00 p.m. 

 
Location 

Rutledge Conference Center 
1429 Senate Street 

Columbia, SC 29201  
 

Michael R. Brenan, Chair 
Samuel Ivan Randolph, PhD, Chair-elect 

Molly M. Spearman  
State Superintendent of Education 

Secretary and Administrative Officer to the Board 

 
Notice:  Due to allergies of staff and visitors, we ask that visitors refrain from wearing scented products 
when attending the State Board of Education meetings in SCDE facilities. 

 
SBE Mission:  The State Board of Education’s mission is to provide a leadership role in helping South 
Carolina set policy and direction to transform teaching and learning so that students are prepared with 
the necessary knowledge and skills, including innovation, to compete globally and live a productive life.  

I. WELCOME 

 
The State Board of Education (SBE) meeting convened at 1:00 p.m. Chair Brenan called the meeting to 
order.  
 
The following SBE members were in attendance: Mike Brenan, Chair, Governor’s Appointee; Samuel 
Alston, EdD, First Judicial Circuit; Del-Gratia Jones, Second Judicial Circuit; Janice Murray Gamble, 
EdD, Third Judicial Circuit; Gerald Reeves, Fourth Judicial Circuit; Jane P. Harmon, Seventh Judicial 
Circuit; Ivan Randolph, PhD, Chair-elect, Eighth Judicial Circuit; Richard Kizer, Ninth Judicial Circuit; 
Sharon Wall, EdD, Eleventh Judicial Circuit; Thomas Ewart, Twelfth Judicial Circuit; David 
Whittemore, Thirteenth Judicial Circuit; Rhonda Edwards, EdD, Fourteenth Judicial Circuit; and Sharon 
Bynum, Sixteenth Judicial Circuit. Members absent with apologies were: Traci Young Cooper, EdD, 
Fifth Judicial Circuit; James Stroman, Sixth Judicial Circuit; and Renee R. Hembree, Fifteenth Judicial 
Circuit. Jeffrey Kubu, Tenth Judicial Circuit participated via teleconference. 
 
The following South Carolina Department of Education (SCDE) staff were in attendance: Betsy 
Carpentier, Chief Operating Officer, Office of the Superintendent; Cathy Hazelwood, Deputy 
Superintendent and Parliamentarian, Division for Legal Affairs; Karla McLawhorn Hawkins, Deputy 
Superintendent, Division of Federal, State, and Community Resources; Julie Fowler, PhD, Deputy 
Superintendent, Division of College and Career Readiness; Nancy Williams, Chief Financial Officer, 
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Office of Finance; Emily Heatwole, Director of Governmental Affairs, Office of the Superintendent; 
Ryan Brown, Chief Communications Officer, Division of Governmental Affairs; Liz Jones, Director, 
Office of Assessment, Division of Innovation and Effectiveness; Robert Benn, Information Resource 
Consultant, Service and Support Center, Chief Information Office; Lori Smith, Information Resource 
Consultant, Service and Support Center, Chief Information Office; Don Cantrell, Chief Information 
Officer, Service and Support Center, Chief Information Office; Barbara Drayton, Deputy General 
Counsel, Office of General Counsel, Division for Legal Affairs; and LaTonia Holloway, Administrative 
Assistant, Office of General Counsel, Division for Legal Affairs. 

II. APPROVAL OF STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES FOR SEPTEMBER 13, 2016 

 
Chair Brenan asked if there were any objections to approving the minutes as presented for the SBE 
meeting on September 13, 2016.  Hearing none, the minutes were approved by unanimous consent. 

III. APPROVAL OF STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION AGENDA FOR OCTOBER 11, 2016 

 
Chair Brenan asked if there were any objections to approving the agenda as presented for the October 
11, 2016, SBE meeting.  Hearing no objections, the agenda was approved by unanimous consent. 

IV. RECOGNITION OF VISITORS, INCLUDING NEWS MEDIA  

 
Chair Brenan recognized and welcomed all visitors that were present. 

V. STATE BOARD CHAIR REPORT 

Chair Brenan stated that he wanted to share highlights from a visit he made to the Early Childhood 
Learning Center in Lexington School District Four along with Dr. Lavender; Lisa Evans, Principal; 
Melissa Redd, Academic Coach; and John Peterson, Dean of the School of Education at the University 
of South Carolina.  He stated that the school utilizes a Montessori teaching method and that he was 
afforded the opportunity to go into the classroom and interact with the students. He also obtained 
information about the various programs that are being offered to parents, by way of parenting courses, to 
assist them with helping their children at home which is aligned with the Montessori method of teaching 
at the school.  Additionally, he stated that there were a group of individuals that meet who are seeking to 
obtain their GED.  Chair Brenan stated that this was a most unique experience for him, and highly 
recommended others to visit and see firsthand the great work being done in the District.  Chair Brenan 
stated that upon leaving the learning center, he reflected on previous conversations about the “Plaintiff 
Districts” and how these districts could benefit from having an early childhood learning system such as 
this; pointing out that Lexington Four is the only Plaintiff District that has an early childhood learning 
center.  Chair Brenan stated this type of learning system could definitely be a game changer for our 
students. 

This concluded Chair Brenan’s report.  



State Board of Education Minutes 
Page 3  
October 11, 2016 

 
 

VI. STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION REPORT 
 
Superintendent Spearman thanked Chair Brenan for visiting Lexington School District Four, and 
affirmed that early childhood learning is something that we need to focus on, and focus on a lot.  
Superintendent Spearman stated that educators are some of the finest people that she knows, and that 
they know how to be flexible, monitor and adjust, and help out in unexpected situations.  Superintendent 
Spearman expressed how proud she was of the all the hard work and the team work efforts that has 
taken place during this time.  She stated that to date thirty districts were still closed, mainly those near 
the Coastal areas as well as the Pee Dee area.  Superintendent Spearman reported on some of the 
damage that was reported at some of the schools in the state, stating that these matters are being 
assessed; however, at the moment, the only thing we can do is wait and see what assistance is needed so 
that we can provide support when it is needed.   
 
Superintendent Spearman commended Deputy Superintendent Virgie Chambers; Tim Camp, Director of 
Transportation, and staff; and the respective school district bus shop staff and drivers of Greenville, 
Lexington One and Two, Lexington/Richland Five, Richland Two, Marion and Berkley counties, for all 
of their hard work assisting in the evacuation process.  She stated that she can’t say enough about how 
well the team performed during this entire process and asked that everyone join her in showing this staff 
how much we appreciate their work. 
 
Superintendent Spearman welcomed and recognized the 2015–16 state Principals and Assistant 
Principals of the Year recipients designated by the South Carolina Association of School Administrators 
(SCSSA).  The award winners were as follows: 

 
Assistant Principal of the Year 
 Anita Richardson–McKissick Elementary School- Pickens County 
 Carie Lowdermilk–Castle Heights Middle School- York District Three (Rock Hill) 
 Lesley Corner–Camden High School- Kershaw County  

 
Principals of the Year 
 Sherry Cariens–Oak Grove Elementary School-Lexington District One 
 William “Bill” Coon–Meadow Glen Middle School-Lexington District One 
 Martin “Dee” Christopher–Fort Mill High School-York District Four (Fort Mill) 

 
Superintendent Spearman recognized Beth Phibbs, Executive Director and April Griffin of SCSSA, and 
thanked them for the work they do and thanked the principals and assistant principals again for their 
work and leadership.  Additionally, Superintendent Spearman reported that she had the opportunity to 
attend a ceremony to reveal the 2016 African American Calendar.  She stated that the SCDE, for twenty-
eight years, has been a partner with various businesses, including AT& T being one of the lead 
participants and sponsors, for the South Carolina African American Calendar.  The calendar this year 
was created in memory of the victims and survivors of the Emmanuel Church Nine.  She thanked all the 
staff that worked with this endeavor and stated that there were calendars placed out front for everyone to 
take home. 
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This concluded Superintendent Spearman’s report. 
 
Chair Brenan also thanked Pam Lackey, President of AT&T in South Carolina for all of her work and 
support to education and again thanked the principals and assist principals for all that they do.  

 

VII. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
Chair Brenan stated that no one signed up for public comments. 

VIII. STATE BOARD ITEMS  

 
PH PUBLIC HEARING 
 
 Chair Brenan recognized Mr. Podmore to provide the Board with relevant information regarding the 

second reading of the proposed amendments to PH-01(R.43-80).  Mr. Podmore provided specific details 
regarding the proposed changes to R.43-80 and stated that there were no comments made during the 
public comment period.  Chair Brenan asked if there was a motion to approve the second reading of item 
PH-01(R.43-80).  Dr. Wall moved that item PH-01(R.43-80) be approved as presented.  The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Kizer.  Chair Brenan called for the vote; the motion carried unanimously.   

 
 Chair Brenan recognized Dr. Moore to provide the Board with relevant information regarding the second 

reading of the proposed amendments to PH-02(R. 43-210).  Dr. Moore provided specific details 
regarding the proposed changes to R. 43-210.  Chair Brenan asked if there was a motion to approve the 
second reading of item PH-02(R. 43-210).  Dr. Randolph moved that item PH-02(R. 43-210) be 
approved as presented.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Alston.  Chair Brenan called for the vote; the 
motion carried unanimously.   

 
Chair Brenan recognized Dr. Moore to provide the Board with relevant information regarding the 
second reading of the proposed amendments to PH-03(R. 43-279).  Dr. Moore provided specific details 
regarding the proposed changes to R. 43-279 and stated that comments were submitted during the public 
comment period.  Ms. Hampton of the SC Education Association addressed the board supporting the 
approval of the second reading of R.43-279.  Superintendent Spearman commented that she and Ms. 
Hampton had met prior to the meeting to discuss her comments; stating that she agrees that we must do 
a better job in supporting our students, particularly those who are having disciplinary issues.  She asked 
Dr. Moore whether or not the appropriate place to address supports and services for students 
experiencing disciplinary issues would be in the Regulation or some other place.  Dr. Moore stated that 
the regulation would not be the place to address supports and services however; one addition to this 
regulation does state that prior to an escalating incident of a student to a certain level, that the Districts 
implement a behavioral contract wherein the Districts could include the supports and services needed 
and would encourage them to do so. 
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Chair Brenan asked if there was a motion to approve the second reading of item PH-03(R. 43-279).  Ms. 
Jones moved that item PH-03(R. 43-279) be approved as presented.  The motion was seconded by Dr. 
Alston.  Chair Brenan called for the vote; the motion carried unanimously.   
 

 Chair Brenan recognized Dr. Moore to provide the Board with relevant information regarding the 
second reading of the proposed amendments to PH-04(R. 43-274.1).  Dr. Moore provided specific 
details regarding the proposed changes to R. 43-274.1.  Chair Brenan asked if there was a motion to 
approve the second reading of item PH-04(R. 43-274.1).  Dr. Wall moved that item PH-04(R. 43-43-
274.1) be approved as presented.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Harmon.  Chair Brenan called for 
the vote; the motion carried unanimously.   

 
FOR APPROVAL 
 
01. Proposed Amendments to State Board of Education (SBE) Regulation 2 S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 43-

80 (R.43-80), Operation of Public Pupil Transportation Services (Second Reading)––Richard 
Podmore, Director of Safety and Information, Office of Transportation, Division of Operations and 
Support 

 
02. Proposed New State Board of Education (SBE) Regulation 2 S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 43-210 (R.43-

210), School Resource Officers (Second Reading)––Sabrina Moore, Director, Office of Student 
Intervention Services, Division of Federal, State, and Community Resources 

 
03. Proposed Amendments to State Board of Education (SBE) Regulation 2 S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 43-

279 (R.43-279), Minimum Standards of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Enforcement 
Procedures to be Implemented by Local School Districts (Second Reading)––Sabrina Moore, 
Director, Office of Student Intervention Services, Division of Federal, State, and Community Resources 

 
04. Proposed Amendments to State Board of Education (SBE) Regulation 2 S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 43-

274.1 (R.43-274.1) At-Risk Students (Second Reading)––Sabrina Moore, Director, Office of Student 
Intervention Services, Division of Federal, State, and Community Resources 

 
 
P&L POLICY AND LEGISLATIVE—COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
 Chair Brenan reported that the P&L subcommittee met to address three action items. Items PL-01 and 

PL-02 were placed on the consent agenda.  Chair Brenan stated that there were amendments made to the 
first reading of item PL-03 that the sub-committee approved; however, this item needed to be heard by 
the full board.  Chair Brenan recognized Darlene Prevatt to present information relevant to amendments 
made to PL-03, (R. 43-300).  Ms. Prevatt provided a detailed summary regarding the first reading of 
proposed amendments to R.43-300.  Chair Brenan stated this item was approved by the committee and 
did not require a second.  Chair Brenan called for the vote; the motion carried unanimously.  

 
 Chair Brenan stated that the information item heard by the committee addressed school waivers. 
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PL POLICY AND LEGISLATIVE—COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
FOR APPROVAL 
 
01. Multiple School District Online Testing Waiver Requests of General Appropriations Act, 2016 

S.C. Acts 284, Proviso 1.88 (Proviso 1.88)––Darlene Prevatt, Team Leader, State Accountability, 
Office of Federal and State Accountability, Division of Federal, State, and Community Resources 

 
 
02. Beaufort County School District’s (District) Waiver Request of State Board of Education (SBE) 

Regulation 2 S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 43-232 (R.43-232), Defined Program Grades 6–8––Darlene 
Prevatt, Team Leader, State Accountability, Office of Federal and State Accountability, Division of 
Federal, State, and Community Resources 

 
03. Proposed Amendments to State Board of Education (SBE) Regulation 2 S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 43-

300 (R.43-300), Accreditation Criteria (First Reading)––Darlene Prevatt, Team Leader, State 
Accountability, Office of Federal and State Accountability, Division of Federal, State, and Community 
Resources 

 
FOR INFORMATION 
 
04. Update to the Policy and Legislative Committee on Waiver Requests Approved for September and 

October––Darlene Prevatt, Team Leader, State Accountability, Office of Federal and State 
Accountability, Division of Federal, State, and Community Resources 

 
 Chair Brenan recognized Dr. Wall who reported that the sub-committee met and heard one action item 

which addressed adding new criteria for certification for teachers to teach Advance Placement (AP) 
courses which provides teachers with an additional option to get AP endorsement.  She stated that Mr. 
Blanchard provided the committee with background information regarding this matter, stating that the 
committee approved the first reading of this item.  Chair Brenan affirmed with Dr. Wall that it was the 
recommendation of the committee to approve first reading of item SLA-01(R.43-258.1).  Chair Brenan 
stated since this item was approved by the committee it did not require a second.  Chair Brenan called 
for the vote; the motion carried unanimously. 

 
 General Counsel, Cathy Hazelwood stated that item SLA-02 was withdrawn.  Superintendent Spearman 

explained that it was the intention to release the information relevant to SC Ready test results however, 
in light of the Hurricane Matthew and a lot of the districts still being out; it was decided to provide this 
data at the November meeting. 

 
SLA STANDARDS, LEARNING AND ACCOUNTABILITY––COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
FOR APPROVAL 
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01. Proposed Amendments to State Board of Education (SBE) Regulation 2 S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 43-

258.1 (R.43-258.1), Advanced Placement (First Reading)––Richard Blanchard, Education Associate, 
Office of Standards and Learning, Division of College and Career Readiness 

 
FOR INFORMATION 
 
02. Standard Setting for SC READY (ELA and mathematics) and End-of-Course Examination 

Program (EOCEP) English 1 and Algebra 1 tests—Joseph Saunders, Education Associate, Office of 
Assessment, Division of Innovation and Effectiveness 

 
 
EP EDUCATION PROFESSIONS—COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
 Chair Brenan recognized Dr. Edwards who reported that the committee met and heard the action item 

which was placed on the consent agenda.  Dr. Edwards stated that the committee heard two information 
items and provided a thorough explanation regarding the specifics for each of these items.     

 
 This concluded her report. 
 
 Chair Brenan reported that the full board educator licensure met at 11:30 a.m. stating that the ratification 

agenda was placed at their seats.  Chair Brenan stated that since this item was approved by the 
committee it did not require a second.  Chair Brenan called for the vote; the motion carried 
unanimously.  

 
EP EDUCATION PROFESSIONS—COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
FOR APPROVAL 
 
01. Professional Review Committee (PRC) Recommendations for Accreditation Decisions of Two 

Educator Preparation Units—Dr. Rachel Burns, Education Associate, Office of Educator Services, 
Division of Federal, State, and Community Resources 

 
FOR INFORMATION 
 
02. Voluntary Program Terminations—Dr. Rachel Burns, Education Associate, Office of Educator 

Services, Division of Federal, State, and Community Resources 
 
03. Update on the Network for Transforming Educator Preparation (NTEP) Task Force—Mary Hipp, 

Director, Office of Educator Services, Division of Federal, State, and Community Resources 
 
ELC EDUCATOR LICENSURE––COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
SBE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
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 Chair Brenan recognized Ms. Brandi Sabb, Director of K–12 with the College Board who provided a 

thorough overview of the 2016 Data for Advance Placement.  Ms. Sabb provided a PowerPoint 
presentation that illustrated the benefits and advantages of students who take AP courses in high school 
and transition to college.  Ms. Sabb stated that South Carolina saw an increase in three major categories 
of AP participation and performance.  She stated further that South Carolina students have outperformed 
the nation in nine out of the ten top AP exam areas throughout the state. Asenith Dixon, Director of 
Government Relations, provided brief information regarding ESSA, stating that additional information 
would be forthcoming via e-mail in the event there were additional questions that needed to be 
addressed.     

 
 Chair Brenan recognized Dr. Quinn who provided an update regarding Florence Four, stating that there 

has been some direct involvement by SCDE staff in the district.  Dr. Quinn stated that Dr. Dixon has 
been in the district working for approximately seven (7) days and has also attended a board meeting.  
She stated further that staff from the Office of Special Education Services has provided assistance to 
Florence Four staff in developing their process for reporting maintenance of effort.  Dr. Quinn stated 
that some other key matters addressed within the district include but are not limited to the following: 

 
- Reading Coach for the district was hired; 
- The MAP assessment was purchased for the elementary school; 
- Twenty (20) Transformational Coaches have been hired for the district; 
- Data Analysis Day has taken place and have rewritten their school improvement plans; 
- Auditing of their financial records is still ongoing to get the financial records in place; 
- The Superintendent search process has been initiated and are considering obtaining outside 

assistance with conducting this search; and 
- SCDE and Florence Four are renegotiated the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) at this time 

which will include a timeline for when the superintendent search should be complete. 
 

 Chair Brenan recognized Ms. Prevatt who provided an update on the progress of John de la Howe.  She 
stated that she visited the school and was able to experience their farm day.  Ms. Prevatt stated that John 
de la Howe was making progress with matters pertaining to their accreditation.  She stated that 
McCormick County School District has the MOA however, they haven’t signed it as of yet.  Ms. Prevatt 
also indicated that John de la Howe along with SCDE staff would work together to update their defined 
programs that would be more aligned and appropriate for their needs.    

 
 Superintendent Spearman asked Dr. Franklin and Dr. Webb to clarify and provide an update on the 

status of where they are with regards to the MOA.  Dr. Webb provided Superintendent Spearman a 
detailed explanation regarding the delay in the MOA being signed and offered assistance to move the 
process along in finalizing the MOA with McCormick School District.  

 
 Chair Brenan recognized Mr. Roveri who provided a brief summary about the youth apprenticeship 

program and the possibility of implementing a bus maintenance program for the youth in our schools.  
Mr. Roveri recognized Brian Rauschenbach of Apprenticeship Carolina to provide more details about 
the apprenticeship program.  Mr. Rauschenbach provided a PowerPoint presentation that provided 
thorough details on Apprenticeship Carolina and how it functions.  At the conclusion of his presentation, 
Mr. Rauschenbach recognized Mike Bullman to speak about the bus maintenance program.  Mr. 
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Bullman stated that the SCDE has implemented a program that allows students to learn as they work in 
the bus shops.  He stated the current location of these bus shops were Colleton, Lexington, Richland 
One, and Sumter, wherein three schools participate Richland One, Colleton, and Sumter and anticipate 
that the program will grow in the future.  Mr. Bullman also stated that this program is the first to be 
accredited by the US Department of Labor.   Superintendent Spearman expressed how proud she was 
and noted that she believed South Carolina was the first in the United States to initiate this type of 
program.   

 
 Chair Brenan recognized Cathy Jones-Stork to provide an update regarding the 2016 Read to Succeed 

Reading Camp report.  Ms. Jones-Stork provided a thorough report highlighting some of the statistical 
and historical retention data gained from the reading camps across the state.  After much discussion, Ms. 
Jones-Stork concluded her report. 

 
SBE SOUTH CAROLINA BOARD OF EDUCATIONFOR INFORMATION 
 
01. College Board Overview of 2016 Data for Advance Placement–– Brandi Sabb, Director of K–12 

Services 
 
02. Florence County School District Four Update––Sheila Quinn, EdD, Deputy Superintendent, Division 

of Innovation and Effectiveness 
 
03. John de la Howe’s (JDLH) Updates–– Darlene Prevatt, Team Leader, State Accountability, Office of 

Federal and State Accountability, Division of Federal, State, and Community Resources 
 
04. Youth Apprenticeship–– Ronald Roveri, Director, Career and Technology Education, Division of 

College and Career Readiness 
 
05. Read to Succeed Summer Reading Camp Annual Report 2016—Catherine Jones-Stork, Education 

Associate, Office of Early Learning and Literacy, Division of College and Career Readiness 
 
06. Read to Succeed Annual Report 2016—Catherine Jones-Stork, Education Associate, Office of Early 

Learning and Literacy, Division of College and Career Readiness (Withdrawn) 
 

IX. CONSENT AGENDA 

 
PL POLICY AND LEGISLATIVE—COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
FOR APPROVAL 

 
01. Multiple School District Online Testing Waiver Requests of General Appropriations Act, 2016 

S.C. Acts 284, Proviso 1.88 (Proviso 1.88)––Darlene Prevatt, Team Leader, State Accountability, 
Office of Federal and State Accountability, Division of Federal, State, and Community Resources 
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02. Beaufort County School District’s (District) Waiver Request of State Board of Education (SBE) 

Regulation 2 S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 43-232 (R.43-232), Defined Program Grades 6–8––Darlene 
Prevatt, Team Leader, State Accountability, Office of Federal and State Accountability, Division of 
Federal, State, and Community Resources 

 
EP EDUCATION PROFESSIONS—COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
FOR APPROVAL 
 
01. Professional Review Committee (PRC) Recommendations for Accreditation Decisions of Two 

Educator Preparation Units—Dr. Rachel Burns, Education Associate, Office of Educator Services, 
Division of Federal, State, and Community Resources 

 
Chair Brenan called for the vote for approval of the consent agenda.  Dr. Edwards moved that the 
consent agenda be approved as presented; the motion was seconded by Dr. Alston.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 

 

X. OTHER BUSINESS 

 
Chair Brenan reminded all members to turn in their travel forms prior to their departure.  Chair Brenan 
expressed his gratitude to all for all the work they do for the children of South Carolina. 
 

XI. ADJOURNMENT  

 
 There being no further business, the SBE adjourned at 2:50 p.m. 
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