
Phonological Awareness 

Literacy Screening 

Measuring the fundamental  

components of literacy 



What is PALS? 

• A research-based, 

criterion-referenced 

instrument with strong 

technical competence   

 

• Performs all three 

assessment functions: 

 1. Screen for reading difficulty in fall and 

spring 

2. Diagnose specific skill areas needing 

instruction 

3. Progress monitor throughout the school 

year and across grades PreK-8 
 



Our History 

• Developed by Dr. Marcia Invernizzi at 

the University of Virginia 

 

• Broad representation of students 

 

• Continually refined and updated 

 

• Used across country and internationally 



PALS assessments include: 

• PALS-PreK 

• PALS-K 

• PALS Plus for 

grades 1-8 

 

• PALS español K 

• PALS español 1-3 
  

*PALS español PreK in 

development 

 



  
    

  



PALS assessments forms 

● PALS-PreK: one form 

 

● PALS-K and PALS Plus: 

three equivalent forms, 

A, B, & C 

 

● PALS español K and 

PALS español 1-3: two 

equivalent forms, A & B 



PALS-PreK 

• Developmentally 

appropriate for 

4‐year‐old children  

 

• For guiding instruction 

and progress 

monitoring, rather than 

screening 
 

• Provides guidance to teachers for tailoring instruction to 

children’s specific needs 

 

• Reflects skills that are predictive of future reading success 
 



PALS-K 

● Matches literacy 

instruction to 

specific literacy 

needs 

 

● Identifies students 

who are 

significantly behind 

in acquisition of 

fundamental 

literacy skills 

 
 

● One of the only early 

literacy assessments that 

measures development of 

concept of word 



PALS Plus 

• Grades 1 through 8 

 

• Instructional levels in 

reading and spelling, and 

specific areas of need 
 

 

• Identifies students at risk of 

reading difficulties 

 

• Adaptive assessment – use 

with any stage of 

reading/spelling 

development 
 



PALS Online Score Entry  

& Reporting System 

• Options for score 

entry method 

 

• Extensive reports at 

student, classroom, 

school and district 

levels 

 

• Data downloads 

updated nightly 

 

• Student data upload 

option 

 

Click here for a brief overview of  

the PALS Online System. 

http://screencast.com/t/SqIcldjwg8
http://screencast.com/t/SqIcldjwg8
http://screencast.com/t/QTcK7MeXdc
http://screencast.com/t/QTcK7MeXdc


PALS Online Score Entry  

& Reporting System (cont.) 

• Sorting and grouping 

functions 

 

• Downloadable mid-year 

assessment and Quick 

Checks, plus score entry 

and reports for these 

 

• Instructional resources, 

including interactive 

electronic lesson plans 

adapted to reading stage 
 



Analyze data at different levels 

• Student, classroom, school, 

and division levels 

 

• Sortable reports 

 

 
 



PALS Online System  

Score Entry Methods 
● Traditional Score Entry  

 

● Online Assessment Wizard 

 

● Mobile Assessment Wizard iPad app 

 

 



PALS Online Assessment Wizard 

(OAW) 
● Scores tasks 

automatically 

 

● Guides 

teachers with 

task prompts 

 

● Easy access 

to task 

instructions 

 

 

 



PALS Mobile Assessment Wizard  

iPad app 

Prompts and reports generated similar 

to those in Online Assessment Wizard 



PALS Quick Checks 
• Short probes given between PALS screening windows to 

measure progress in essential literacy skills 

• Downloadable from any PALS Online account 

• Can enter scores and view results over time in PALS 

Online System. 



PALS Quick Checks (cont.) 

Monitor effectiveness of intervention for the following skills: 
 

 1. Alphabet Recognition 

2. Letter Sounds 

3. Beginning Sound 

Production 

4. Concept of Word 

5. Spelling (K, 1-3) 

6. Pseudoword 

Decoding 

7. Oral Reading in 

Context 

8. Word Recognition in 

Isolation 

 



PALS Electronic Lesson Plans 

● Small group lesson plan frameworks tailored to each stage of 

reading 

 

● Translate PALS data →  balanced literacy diet  

 

● Downloadable activities and resources 



PALS/CaseNEX Professional 

Development: also adaptable!  

Options: 

• Online training tutorials 

• Online courses for 

further professional 

development 

• Webinars 

• On-site training  

• Ongoing, purposeful 

 

• Experienced trainers 

 

• Tailored to meet 

needs of each school 

or district 
 



Some PALS PD topics: 

● PALS Administration and 

Scoring 

● PALS Online Score Entry & 

Reporting System 

● Using Data to Drive 

Instruction 

● Monitoring Student 

Progress with PALS Quick 

Checks 

● Concept of Word in Text 

● Emergent Reader ELP 

● Beginning Reader ELP 

● Transitional Reader ELP 

● Intermediate/Advanced 

Reader ELP 
 

 

 

 

● How to run a data 

meeting 

● Literacy block for 

differentiated  

instruction 

● Word study 

● From “learning to read” 

to “reading to learn” 

● Best practices in 

literacy instruction 

● Train-the Trainer 

Seminar 

 



PALS Marketplace 

 Customer Support 

• In-person trainings 

 

• Toll-free hotline 

 

• Email support 

 

• Email newsletter communications 

 

• PALS Resource Center website 



So, why PALS? 
• Screening, diagnosis, 

progress monitoring - all in 

one tool! 

 

• The Online Assessment 

Wizard - consistent, accurate, 

resourceful 

 

• PALS informs instruction by 

highlighting strengths and 

needs for all students. 

 

• Unmatched personalization - 

for professional development 

and ongoing support 



Questions? 


