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Assessing Standards in the Classroom: Evaluating Video-Based Professional Development
Goal Two: Efficacy and Replication Trials

The South Carolina Department of Education (SDE) requests _____________ to conduct a field trial and replication study on the delivery of professional development about classroom assessment to 480 middle school teachers over a three-year period in our state. Our partner in this project, the University of South Carolina’s Office of Program Evaluation, will assist with developing a teacher-assessment measure and program evaluation.

Standards for Staff Development (National Staff Development Council, 2001) reported that preparing teachers to use classroom assessments is an important element of teacher quality because, when accurately implemented, classroom assessment can improve student learning. Yet, research also indicates that while assessment can consume as much as one-third of teachers’ time, they lack critical classroom assessment skills [cite sources]. Investigating the most cost effective and successful delivery mechanism for improving those skills is critical. 

The target population of this study will be English language arts and mathematics teachers and their students in middle schools that receive school report card ratings of below average and unsatisfactory. In most cases, 60%–90% of the students in those schools live in poverty.  Students will be nested within treatment conditions.  Various models will be tested to determine which model best explains student achievement on statewide assessments. Level I analysis will include race, gender, and SES.

The professional development program includes a video-based portion, a companion document, and teacher collaboration. The SDE will measure the effect of the program on the quality of teacher-developed assessments and student achievement via a cluster randomized design in Year 1 and Year 2. In Year 3, we will measure the efficacy of different approaches to the delivery of a video-based professional development program in classroom assessment quality of teacher-developed assessments and student achievement. 

Schools will be assigned randomly to either a treatment or a control condition in Year 1 and Year 2. In Year 3, levels of treatment will be investigated. The study will use quantitative measures to answer the research questions and qualitative approaches to determine the fidelity of professional development implementation.

The measured outcomes for the project will be twofold. First, teacher-developed assessments will be measured for alignment to state standards in content and cognitive complexity and application of professional development principles. Second, the effect of the treatment on student achievement in reading and mathematics will be measured through the statewide assessment, the Palmetto Achievement Challenge Test (PACT). 

The study will assist South Carolina and other states in determining how best to deliver and implement standardized professional development about classroom assessment that meets 
(a) teacher needs across content areas and grade levels and (b) the state’s needs to provide cost-effective, intensive, and effective professional development throughout the state.  


Project Summary
	Despite significant foreign investment in South Carolina, only a minimum amount of the state’s public K–12 curricula is devoted to international education.  The South Carolina Department of Education (SDE) requests $14,500 to hold an International Education Summit that will bring together major state stakeholders (such as representatives from K–12, higher education, the governor’s office, the legislature, business, and the larger community) for a roundtable discussion of the nature of international education, its benefit to our students and our state, the resources required to have effective international studies, and a realistic timeline for statewide implementation.  


Project Summary
The South Carolina Department of Education (SDE) requests $145,881 to implement the Community Alternatives Project, a program designed to develop, enhance and maintain community-based alternative programs to address truancy, disturbing school, and other types of juvenile delinquency that impacts schools. We will use these funds serve a minimum of 920 youths in at least 10 additional sites, with an emphasis on outreach to counties with high rates of youth becoming involved in the juvenile justice system.  This service includes:  1) training and technical assistance for schools and personnel to develop specific diversion programs to fit particular community needs; 2) developing and enhancing community programs (e.g., youth court, peer mentoring, conflict resolution and peer mediation), and creating a statewide community alternative protocol manual to provide schools with the “best practices” for such programs.  All of these initiatives require close collaboration with partners and an advisory board dedicated to serving at-risk youth.  By tapping the expertise of the SDE, the Department of Juvenile Justice, the South Carolina Bar, the Center for Dropout and Truancy Prevention and other state and local entities, we can best address juvenile delinquency, a serious issue that continues to challenge our judicial and educational systems.

